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Remains were 


of war dead 


BRITISH TROOPS found 


200 human remains ina 
warehouse near Basra 
last weekend. 

A senior military 
source told the press, 
“This appears to be 
Saddam’s Auschwitz.” 

The press rushed to 


report that the soldiers had 


discovered “Saddam’s 
hellish death camp”. 

But a day later Iranian 
officials confirmed the 
Iraqi government's story 
that the warehouse 
contained remains from 
soldiers recovered from 
the battlefields of the 
1980-88 lraq-lran war. 


An lranian general said 
most of the remains were 


of Iranian soldiers and 
were waiting to be sent 
back to Iran. 


Wiping out of 
witnesses 


THE French cameraman 
wounded when ITN 


journalist Terry Lloyd was 


shot dead says that US 


soldiers were deliberately 


trying to kill him. 

The TV crew had 
witnessed US soldiers 
firing on civilians. 

Cameraman Daniel 
Demoustier says, “I have 
the impression that the 
Americans wanted to 
wipe out troublesome 
witnesses”. 


US’s ‘illegal’ 
combatants? 


THE US military admitted 


last week that its special 
forces dress in civilian 
clothes to “blend in with 
the local population”. 

US defence secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld says 
any Iraqis doing this are 
in breach of the 
“conventions of war” and 
could be sent to the 
infamous camp at 
Guantanamo Bay as 
“illegal combatants”. 


Heritage to 
be looted 


ART COLLECTORS and 
lawyers in the US are 
eyeing up Iraq’s antiques 
for “liberation”. 

The newly formed 
American Council for 
Cultural Policy met with 
US State Department 
officials prior to the war. 

The group is lobbying 
for a new law in post-war 
Iraq to make it easier to 
export antiquities. 

The Archaeological 
Institute of America says 
the “agenda is to 
encourage the collecting 
of antiquities through 
weakening the laws of 
archaeologically rich 
nations”. 
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the civilians 


THE DEAD and dying over- 
whelmed hospitals in Baghdad 
and other Iraqi cities as US 
forces bombed and blasted 
their way into civilian areas. 

The pictures don’t make it to the 
BBC and Western news channels. 
The descriptions are buried in acres 
of triumphalist media coverage of 
US advances. 

But the cluster bombs, artillery 
barrages and tank attacks have 
shredded the lives of thousands of 
Iraqi people. 

A surgeon at the Kindi Hospital 
in Baghdad could not cope when 
hundreds of US bomb victims were 
admitted last weekend. 

“It was the most terrible day of 
my life,” said Doctor Duleimi, who 
had worked through the first Gulf 
Wat. 

“Before the war I did not regard 
America as my enemy. Now I do. 


America is killing civilians.” 

Antonella Notari of the Interna- 
tional Red Cross confirmed that 
other hospitals were desperately 
struggling to cope with the victims 
of the US onslaught. 

The Mahmoudiya Hospital to the 
south of Baghdad witnessed a leap 
in the casualty count when a unit of 
the 3rd Infantry Division broke 
through south west Baghdad. 

US military sources admitted 
that up to 3,000 Iraqis were killed 
during the three-hour attack. 

A colonel said the troops were 
too busy to stop and count the Iraqi 
dead. 

US reconnaissance helicopters re- 
ported “streets littered with Iraqi 
corpses” following the attack on the 
city of Karbala. 

No one can honestly believe the 
propaganda about “a clean war” 
after what happened last Sunday. 


The US bombed a convoy of 
Kurdish officials who were travel- 
ling with US special forces. Over 50 
people were injured and 18 were 
blown to pieces. 

The BBC’s John Simpson was hit 
by shrapnel and described the after- 
math as a “scene from hell”. Count- 
less other parts of Iraq have 
witnessed such scenes. 

And on the ground US forces 
continue to treat Iraqi civilians as the 
enemy. 

Last Friday US marines almost 
entirely wiped out an Iraqi family at 
a checkpoint. 

Fifteen year old Omar survived. 
His father, mother, uncle, two sisters 
and a brother were mown down. 

We may never know how many 
have already died even before the 
destruction of Iraq’s infrastructure 
claims more lives— especially of the 
very young and old. 


Horror has just begun 


WE VISITED the Yarmouk 
Hospital. A woman, who had 
been wounded in the bombing 
of the Sha’ ab district in north 
Baghdad, was lying in a ward 
weeping uncontrollably. 

When I first saw her she 
looked up at me, and her tear- 
ful eyes told of a terrible story. 

She broke down in parox- 
ysms of grief, her loud wail- 
ing bringing tears to our eyes. 

There was not a dry eye 
among any of us as she told 
the horrible story of the 
bombing in which her three 
sons were killed. 

A missile hit the Sha’ab 
district as people were going 
about their business. This is a 
civilian residential area with 
small shops and markets. 
Why was it bombed? 

In another ward an old 
man, also wounded in the 
bombing of the Sha’ ab district, 
told me all his ten children had 


UZMA BASHIR 
reports from Baghdad 


been killed. 

A young boy of about 12 
lay in bed without any move- 
ment or expression except 
complete bewilderment. 

His mother had been 
killed in the blast. Another 
man, blood oozing from his 
face as he lay on his hospital 
bed, told his story. 

He had travelled from 
Syria by bus. As he was near- 
ing Baghdad, he saw three 
buses fired upon by US 
planes. 

An estimated 70 civilians 
were killed. 

I saw a little boy, about ten 
years old, who was in so much 
pain he could barely stand. He 
had been wounded in the ab- 
domen and in the crotch. 


After we left the hospital 
we went to a place about half 
a kilometre away, where we 
saw a bomb crater in the 
middle of five houses. The 
houses were clearly part of a 
residential area with a school 
at the end of the street. 

Eleven or 12 people were 
killed in their homes when 
the missile struck. One of 
the survivors was also in the 
hospital in great physical 
and emotional pain. 

Even though his leg was 
raised and bandaged up, 
blood seeped through the 
layers of dressing. He told us 
his house had been destroyed 
and his family killed. 

I saw the place in the 
Sha’ ab district where the mis- 
sile hit. There was a deep 
crater in the main thorough- 
fare. Walls of residential 
buildings on both sides of the 
road were blown apart. On 


the other side of the road a 
woman was yelling some- 
thing in Arabic about George 
Bush. 

Her rage boiled over as 
she burst into tears, still curs- 
ing him, and then embraced 
me, sobbing on my shoulder. 

Today we saw the grief 
and suffering imposed on 
civilian Iraqi people, on men, 
women and children. The 
horror had just begun. 


Too little, say 


aid agencies 


THE HUMANITARIAN crisis has increased 
in Iraq just as US and British generals are 
boasting of their successes. 

Aid agencies are shocked by the lack of 
humanitarian aid. “Liberated” children in Umm 
Qasr have been forced to beg for water on the 


streets. 

This was the town 
the British troops said 
they had taken days into 
the war. 

In the two weeks 
that followed just one 
ship, Sir Galahad, ar- 
rived bringing aid to 
Iraq. 

The British even de- 
layed the Sir Galahad’s 
docking at Umm Qasr 
until the press could 
arrive. 

The Cafod charity 
last week described the 
British humanitarian 
effort as “shockingly 
poor”. It said condi- 
tions in Umm Qasr are 
“horrendous”. 

Spokesperson Pat- 
rick Nicholson said, 
“Humanitarian need 
had not been met in 
certain areas. In certain 
parts people still have 
no water and in others 
they have nothing to 
eat but tomatoes. 

“But Umm Qasr has 
only 40,000 people and 
it’s been in coalition 
hands for two weeks. It 
bodes badly for Basra 
and Baghdad 

“There is a humani- 
tarian need for water 
and itis not being met.” 

He added that the 


*The British 
even delayed 
aid until the 
press arrived? 


local hospital has no 
water and one doctor is 
treating 400 patients. 

The pro-war Times 
admitted the scale of 
crisis this week, saying, 
“Many Iraqis have com- 
plained that they are far 
worse off now than they 
were before the war.” 

Aid agencies say the 
few supplies they get in 
fall far short of what the 
lraqis need. 

Unicef lorries carry- 
ing health kits were due 
to set off to Nasiriya 
this week. 

“None of this is en- 
ough. Our drivers are 
coming back with long 
lists from doctors of 
what they need,” said 
Wivina Belmonte from 
Unicef. 

Damien Personnaz, 
another Unicef spokes- 
person, said, “The water 
needs are really serious, 
and they are going to 
get worse.” 


Independent TV 
station bombed 


US BOMBERS hit the Al 
Jazeera news channel in 
Baghdad this week, killing 
a cameraman. 

The Qatar-based station 
is a thorn in the side of the 
US and Britain because it 
reports the horror of the 
war and, unlike the BBC, re- 
mains objective. 

Its independence was un- 
derlined days before the 
bombing when Iraqi offi- 
cials claimed the station was 
“pro- Western’. 

The US also hit another 
Arab news network’s of- 
fices, Abu Dhabi TV. Their 
forces sprayed the offices 


with artillery fire and the 
station says it has lost con- 
tact with a reporter. 

During the war on 
Afghanistan the US bombed 
Al Jazeera’s offices in 
Kabul. 

The US stock exchange 
has banned Al Jazeera jour- 
nalists from its premises. 


_|TWO cameramen were 
killed and four journalists 
injured when a US tank 
blasted Baghdad’s Palestine 
Hotel on Tuesday. 

TV reporter David Chater 
said the attack was “deliber- 
ate. This wasn’t an accident.” 


Blunkett attacks 
rights at home 


NEW LABOUR has used the 
“war on terrorism” to rush 
through legislation that could 
affect ordinary people in 
Britain. 

Home secretary David 
Blunkett tacked on a new mea- 
sure to his refugee-bashing 
Nationality, Immigration and 
Asylum Act on 1 April. 

He can now take away 
the right of British citizen- 
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ship and deport someone 
whose opinions he regards as 
inflammatory. 

Blunkett’s new law is di- 
rected against people with 
dual nationality. 

It covers Abu Hamza, the 
Muslim cleric based in north 
London who New Labour 
and the right wing press have 
campaigned against. 

But how many more 
people with dual nationality, 
or whose parents were not 
born in Britain, could poten- 
tially be forced out for criti- 
cising the government? 

There are many people in 
Britain who feel like T@WU 
union leader Bill Morris 
when he says, “As someone 
who holds dual citizenship 
and has upset the home sec- 
retary a few times, I now 
wait in fear for the knock on 
my door.” 


what we think 


THE US has unleashed on 
Iraq the greatest military 
machine the world has ever 
seen. It recalls the colonial 
wars of 100 years ago. 

Bush, Blair and their media 
cheerleaders began to hail vic- 
tory as US tanks entered Bagh- 
dad on Monday. 

Occupation, not liberation, is 
the reality facing Iraq. 

The Ba’athist regime of 
Saddam Hussein has inflicted 
horror on the Iraqi people. For 
much of the time it was backed 
to the hilt by those now waging 
war against Iraq. 

The regime the US plans to 
impose on Iraq will be worse. 
The tanks and troops are leaving 
chaos, casualties and destruction 
in their wake. 

The basics of life for ordi- 
nary Iraqis are collapsing. The 
lack of electricity, medicine, 
food and water will take many 
more lives in the weeks ahead. 

The US plans to impose a mili- 
tary dictatorship on Iraq. It will 
work with some of the most brutal 
elements of the regime it claims 
to be liberating people from. 

Journalist Patrick Cockburn, 
writing in the Independent on Tues- 
day, reported an “uprising” against 
Saddam Hussein in one village. 

The leaders of the uprising 
were ready to work with the US. 
They were the local Ba’ath Party 
officials who until a few days ago 
had been running Saddam Hus- 
sein’s security apparatus there. 

That picture will be repeated as 
the US tries to impose its “order”. 

The US plans to make its “new 
Iraq” a close ally of the regime 
most hated by ordinary people in 
Iraq and the Arab world—Israel. 

The would-be US overlord of 
Iraq, General Jay Garner, is a 
long-time supporter of Israel. 

US business interests are jostling 
to carve up Iraq, seizing its oil and 
infrastructure and plundering the 
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US Empire brings 
death and chaos 


-: 


AROUND 2,500 people marched from the BBC to the US embassy in central London last Saturday 


country to boost their profits. 

Iraqis who hated and opposed 
Saddam Hussein’s regime but who 
resist US occupation will be treated 
to bound hands, hooded parades, 
and routine brutality—at best. 

Bush and his gang already 
have other targets in their 
sights. 

James Woolsey, a former direc- 
tor of the US CIA intelligence 
agency, is lined up for a key role in 
lraq. He talks of the conquest of 
Iraq as the start of a “Fourth World 
War” for US global domination. 

Syria, lran, North Korea, Libya 
and on to Cuba, Venezuela and 
more. The list of countries the US 
wants to target is chilling. 

A US occupation of Iraq will, 


as colonial regimes everywhere 
have done, produce bitterness, 
hatred and resistance. 

Across the Middle East the re- 
sistance to the US, and local 
regimes who bow to it, has grown 
and will continue. 

Millions of people around the 
world know exactly what Bush and 
Blair are about. They know the re- 
ality behind the lies of “liberation”. 

These millions will stand 
against a US occupation of Iraq, 
the continuing horror and death 
that will bring, and US plans to 
extend their war to other states. 

That global resistance is the only 
power that can break the drive by 
the US's rulers to create their “new 
world order”. 
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Chain of resistance 


NOTHING IN the last three weeks 
has proved the anti-war movement 
wrong. Every day of the horror in 
Iraq has shown how right it is to 
demonstrate. 

On Saturday right across the 
world there are protests against war 
and US occupation of Iraq. 

In Adelaide, Athens, Auckland, 
Berlin, Brussels, Copenhagen, 
Dubrovnik, Halmstad, Los Angeles, 
Managua, Manila, Mexico City, 
Oijek, Oslo, Poznan, Pula, Rijeka, 
Rome, Rotterdam, San Francisco, 
Sao Paulo, Seoul, Shannon, Split, 
Stockholm, Victoria, Vukovar, 
Warsaw, Washington, Zadar and 
Zagreb people will be marching. 

The national demonstration in 
London is a crucial link in that chain 


of resistance. 

In the Middle East people have 
been inspired by the size of the anti- 
war movement in Britain, and en- 
couraged to step up their own 
resistance in much more difficult 
circumstances. 

Around 3,000 people demon- 
strated against Bush and Blair’s war 
meeting in Belfast on Monday. 

Everyone who has opposed this 
war should throw themselves into 
ensuring the London march is the 
biggest possible show of opposition 
to war and US occupation. 

From Saturday’s protest we 
need to return to every workplace 
and local area to continue to build 
the movement against the US’s 
wars and imperial conquests. 


Stop the war. Stop the occupation 


Demonstrate in central London 
Saturday 12 April at 12 noon 


Route A (for the south and south London): assemble York Road (Waterloo ©) 
Route B (for the north and north London): assemble Victoria Street/Broadway (Victoria and St James's Park ©) 
Both marches will unite at Parliament Square and march to Hyde Park 

Called by the Stop the War Coalition, Muslim Association of Britain and CND. 


Phone the Stop the War Coalition on 020 7053 2153/4/5/6 or go to www.stopwar.org.uk 
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War can't hide 
these problems 


THIS WEEK’S budget isn’t notable only for 
Gordon Brown’s willingness to squander bil- 
lions on the conquest of Iraq. It comes against 
the background of increased difficulties for 
both the US and British economies. 

The situation is worse in the US. Last week fig- 
ures were released that showed that the number of 
jobs outside agriculture fell by 108,000 in March. 
This is the fifth fall in the past seven months, includ- 
ing a huge drop of 357,000 jobs in February. 


The Financial Times com- 
mented, “US economists have 
underestimated the econ- 
omy’s weakness this year, 
consistently under-forecasting 
big drops in unemployment, 
production, retail sales and 
home purchases.” 

These grim figures mean 
the National Bureau of Eco- 
nomic Research, the acade- 
mic guardian of American 
economic statistics, can’t 
decide whether or not to de- 
clare the recession that began 
in the winter of 2000-1 over. 

According to the Finan- 
cial Times, “It could end up 
being recorded as the 
longest uninterrupted re- 
cession since 1945,” 

The financial markets 
have ignored all this, pushing 
up share prices and long-term 
interest rates. Stockmarket 
investors are fixated on the 
war in Iraq, and are hoping 
for a rapid US victory that 
will be followed, with equal 
speed, by a strong economic 
recovery. 

This only goes to confirm, 
if further evidence were 
needed, the collective stupid- 
ity of financial markets—and 
often of individual investors 
as well. 

The fundamental cause of 
the US recession is the fact 
that in the late 1990s corpo- 
rations expanded their spend- 
ing on plant and equipment 
on a gigantic scale. Soaring 
share prices encouraged them 
to carry on investing even 
after the rate of profit started 
to fall in 1997. 

But eventually US capital- 
ism found itself stuck with far 
more productive capacity than 
it could profitably use. 

For example, thanks to the 
euphoria surrounding the hi- 
tech “new economy”, 39 mil- 
lion miles of fibre-optic cable 
were laid in the US—enough 
to circle the globe 1,566 times. 

To restore their prof- 
itability, corporations have 
been slashing investment and 
laying off workers, driving 
the economy into recession. 

Company finances are 
improving, but the dissident 
economist Wynne Godley 
has pointed to the other im- 
balances from which the US 
economy suffers. 

He argues that if the US 
resumed growth at a rate of 3- 
4 percent a year while the rest 
of the global economy ex- 
panded more slowly, the US 
would find it much easier to 
import from the rest of the 
world than to export its goods 
to foreign markets. 

The gap between what the 
US imports and exports would 
rise to 6-7 percent of national 
income by 2008. Government 
borrowing would also rise to 
an enormous 9 percent of na- 
tional income. 

This means that US capi- 


ALEX 
CALLINICOS 
looks at the 

economic news 
from the US 
and Britain 


talism would be even more 
dependent than it already is 
on the willingness of the rest 
of the world’s ruling classes, 
especially in East Asia, to 
lend it money. 

Godley argues that these 
levels of indebtedness are un- 
sustainable, and so the US 
economy will instead stag- 
nate, dragging the rest of the 
world down with it. 

An alternative scenario— 
in which the euro zone and/or 
Japan should take over the 
role of the engine of global 
capitalism—seems improba- 
ble. Both these economies 
have suffered from chroni- 
cally slow growth for much of 
the past decade or so. 

This prospect is a bleak 
one for Britain. The British 
and US economic cycles tend 
to be quite closely aligned. 

Moreover, Britain over 
the past ten years has enjoyed 
a milder version of the kind 
of speculation-driven boom 
that the US enjoyed in the 
1990s. Like its US counter- 
part, it is coming unstuck. 

The slowdown of the 
British economy has put 
Gordon Brown on the spot. 
His belated efforts to increase 
spending on public services 
were based on over-optimistic 
projections for economic 
growth. 

Slower growth means 
lower tax revenues to fund 
government spending. To 
make the sums add up Brown 
is now predicting a sharp re- 
covery in economic growth 
in 2004-5. 

According to the Ob- 
server, “Brown is banking on 
a massive rebound by stock- 
markets and the tax-rich prof- 
its of the financial services 
and technology industries.” 
But this gamble may well not 
come off. 

Brown is coming under 
increasing pressure from an 
increasingly anxious City to 
add further tax increases to 
the 1 percent rise in national 
insurance contributions that 
took effect last week. 

Meanwhile, George W 
Bush is relying on tax cuts for 
the rich and huge increases in 
military spending—Congress 
has just voted him $80 billion 
for the war in Iraq. This will 
only make the crisis of gov- 
ernment finances even worse. 

There is likely to be a 
bitter economic reckoning for 
the warmongers on both sides 
of the Atlantic. 
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IN THE FRAME 


No. 5 
LORD SAINSBURY 


Corcccccccccccccccccccs 


THIS billionaire gave 
New Labour £2.5 
million last week. 

Sainsbury has 
given Labour £8.5 
million since 1999. 

Before that he 
gave millions to Roy 
Jenkins’s breakaway 
Social Democratic 
Party. 

He was made a 
lord after he gave 
the Labour Party £2 
million in 1997. He 
was made science 
minister in 1998 
following another £1 
raniiiteyame (ey ar-litoyam 


Sodexho 
slumps 


THE HYSTERIA in the 
US against anything 
French has had one good 
result—a financial crisis 
for the firm Sodexho. 

Sodexho is the 
multinational which made 
money from administering 
the refugee voucher 
scheme, running private 
prisons and catering 
contracts across the world. 

Sodexho’s shares 
slumped last week after 
members of the US House 
of Representatives put 
pressure on the defence 
department to cancel the 
firm’s contract with the 
US Marine Corps. 

The contract is worth 
around $1 billion a year. 


We pay £20m 


to MP pensions 
AMID THE war news 
you may have missed 
that taxpayers will have 
to make an emergency 
£20 million contribution 
to MPs’ pensions in the 
wake of the slide in share 
prices. 

Government ministers 
announced on 24 March 
that the Treasury will 
have to pay an extra £6.8 
million to the MPs’ 
pension fund for the next 
three years. 


Camp X-Ray 
firm in NHS 


A DIVISION of the 
services firm that runs 
Camp X-Ray, the US 
detention camp in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
is to run the new NHS 
programme management 
office. 

Consultancy Kellogg 
Brown and Root (KBR) 
has won the contract to 
oversee IT providers to 
the health service. 

KBR is part of 
Halliburton, the oil 
services firm formerly 
run by US vice-president 
Dick Cheney. 

Thanks to Jon Olley 
for this story. 
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Getting by with a little 
help from their friends 


PAUL DRAYSON, the donor 
to the Labour Party who 
has done so well out of 
government contracts, has 
been lucky again. 

He admitted to a Commons 
committee last week that he 
won the contract to supply mil- 
lions of doses of smallpox jabs 
even though his vaccines are no 
better than those of a rival. 

Powderject Pharmaceuticals, 
headed by Drayson, was, with 
Bavarian Nordic of Denmark, 
given a £32m contract to supply 
emergency stocks of smallpox 
vaccines. 

However, Drayson, who 
gave £100,000 to Labour, told 
MPs last week that his vaccines 
were no more effective than a 
New York version developed by 
Acambis. This rival firm was 


the contract. 

According to a written par- 
liamentary answer, Bavarian 
Nordic subcontracts the work to 
a German drugs company, Impf- 
stoffwerke Dessau-Tornau 
(IDT). 

The government would have 
saved taxpayers £20m by sourc- 
ing the vaccines direct from 
IDT. 

A second, bigger smallpox 
contract has gone out to tender, 
but Powderject is the favourite 
to win it. 

Drayson’s first donation to 
Labour came in 2001. He wrote 
a cheque for £50,000 after his 
company had been awarded a 
£17 million contract to supply 
TB inoculations to the NHS at a 
cost four times higher than the 
previous supplier. 


LABOUR FOR sale 


denied the chance to bid for the 
contract. 

The revelation came as it 
was claimed that ministers 
wasted £20 million of taxpay- 
ers’ money by handing Drayson 
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Willing to back the killing? 


ONLY CYNICS would claim 
that the much-vaunted “coali- 
tion of the willing” in reality 
is just a handful of countries. 

We can now reassure you 
that mighty Solomon Islands 
has been drawn into line. 
However, it took a struggle. 

On 25 March the islands 
appeared on the White 
House website as one of the 
coalition. 

But when the press asked 
Solomon Islands prime min- 
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The extra profit 

PER DAY made by 
Tony Blair’s favourite 
oil company BP 
because of the rise 
in oil prices due to 
the build-up to war 
in Iraq. 


ister Allan Kemakeza about 
his country’s appearance he 
said, “The government is 
completely unaware of such 
statements being made, and 
therefore wishes to disasso- 
ciate itself from the report.” 

His wisdom was not to 
last long. 

The Solomon Islands are 
in the South Pacific, with a 
population of under 500,000. 

Its economy is ina mess 
and its government is very 


open to being pushed around 
by international bankers and 
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By 28 March the Sol- 
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ter, who have told me that 
they will be retracting their 
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Gordon grabs cash 
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a series of posters before the 
congestion charge was 
introduced which asked, 
“Where will the money go?” 
and in response said the 
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This will almost exactly 
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they could keep the charging 
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WHO SAYS? 


“I’m sorry but the 
chick got in the 
Way.” 

US MARINE 


who shot an Iraqi 
woman at a checkpoint 


“We remain 
convinced that 
the Iraqi regime 
does possess 
weapons of mass 
destruction. We 
just don’t have 
details that are 


factually based.” 
BRIGADIER GENERAL 
VINCENT BROOKS 
director of operations at 
US Central Command 


“It is hard to 
count Iraqi 
casualties 
because you are 
talking about the 
physical 
destruction of 
human beings.” 


BRIGADIER GENERAL 
VINCENT BROOKS 


“If you give an 
Iraqi something 
for free, he’ll sell 
it on the street. I 
don’t give a stuff 
if they are selling 
it.” 

MAJOR PAUL STANLEY 
British soldier in 


charge of distributing 
water in Umm Qasr 


“Saddam was the 
good guy then. 
Like other British 
and American 
companies we 
were encouraged 


to invest and 
were backed with 
government 
credit.” 


IVAN McCABREY 

head of Mivan, a 
Northern Irish company 
that built a palace with 
gold taps for Saddam 
Hussein 


“When it comes 
to the Lebanon, 
the PLO, Sudan, 
Libya and Somalia 
we could deliver a 
short message, a 
two-word 
message: ‘You’re 
next’.” 

RICHARD PERLE 


key adviser to George 
W Bush 


Do you have a story 
for inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 
3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
fnteyaldal\Vaitclni(omce) are melee) .e 
The winner of last month’s 
draw was Esther Neslen. 


‘Reconstruction’ plans reveal 


What the US has 
in store for lraq 


BUSH AND Blair say their war will 
bring liberation to the Iraqi people. 

The death and destruction they have 
brought to Iraq shows what a hollow 
claim this is. 

But people who once questioned the war, 
like New Labour’s Mo Mowlam, say they 
now support it, arguing the situation in Iraq 
can’t get any worse. 

Both of these claims are wrong. And the 
US plans for a post war Iraq show precisely 
why. 

The warmongers aren’t even agreed 
amongst themselves over how to deliver 
“liberation” to Iraq. 

Some of the “hawks” in the US argue for 
a “hit and run” approach where the US has a 
less direct role in running Iraq, and moves 
on to the next target in its “permanent war”. 

One of these is US defence secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld. 

Others argue for the US to be deeply in- 
volved in the running of Iraq, to ensure the 
regime is more securely under US control, 
as part of the plan for wider domination of 
the region. 

These include Rumsfeld’s deputy Paul 
Wolfowitz. He wants the US to install a 
puppet regime based around Ahmed Chal- 
abi, leader of the Iraqi National Congress. 


Whatever the divisions, Bush’s gang are 
united in one central respect. 

US interests are the priority in Iraq. This 
is the thrust behind the Project for the New 
American Century which people like Wol- 
fowitz and Rumsfeld are tied to. 

The US has never had Iraqi interests at 
heart. 

It installed Saddam Hussein in the first 
place. 

The CIA backed Saddam Hussein’s 
Ba’athist Party in a coup it launched 
against the radical government of Abdul 
Karim Kassem in 1963. 

“Our favourite coup,” was the descrip- 
tion used by the CIA official responsible. 

The US was concerned to block the rise 
of Arab nationalism in the Middle East. 

They are not suddenly putting Iraqi in- 
terests first now. Their claim that Iraqis will 
be at the heart of any new administration is 
a joke. 

US officials will pack the government 
with a few compliant Iraqis they appoint as 
a token gesture. 

For ordinary people in Iraq this means 
living in an atmosphere of repression, fear 
and chaos. For US businesses it means a 
bumper opportunity for profit. 

This is the reality of “liberation” US 
style. 


Whos ready to rule’? 


The US general Tommy 
Franks will rule the country 
militarily. 


General Jay Garner 
GARNER IS head of the 
Iraq Office of Reconstruc- 
tion and Humanitarian As- 


move towards a new Middle 
East we will make a lot of 
people very nervous. 

“Our response should be, 


sistance. He aims to be the 
new overlord of an occupied 
Iraq. 

He is “on leave” from the 
L3 Communication firm 
which recently won a $1.3 
billion contract to provide 
“logistical projects” to US 
special forces. 

Garner is the president 
of SY Technology which 
makes systems for missiles. 
It sold Patriot missiles to 
Israel. 

His team will take over 
all 23 of Iraq’s government 
ministries. They are decid- 
ing how best to scrap the 
Iraqi currency and replace it, 
at least temporarily, with the 
US dollar. 


James Woolsey 
BUSH WANTS to hand the 
former CIA director a senior 
role. 

Woolsey wanted a war on 
Iraq much sooner. He is on 
the advisory board of the pro- 
Israel Jewish Institute for Na- 
tional Security Affairs. 

Its mandate is to support 
“the important role that 
Israel can and does play in 
bolstering democratic inter- 
ests in the Middle East”. 

Woolsey described war 
on Iraq as the beginning of 
the “Fourth World War” last 
week. “This will last consid- 
erably longer than either 
World Wars One or Two did 
for us,” he said. “As we 
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“Good! We want you ner- 
vous. We want you to realise 
now, for the fourth time in 
100 years, this country and 
its allies are on the march’.” 


Michael Mobbs 
MOBBS WILL take charge 
of 11 of the Iraqi ministries. 
He is a Pentagon lawyer best 
known for wanting to have 
US citizens imprisoned in- 
definitely without charge as 
part of the “war on terror”. 

Mobbs was an arms ne- 
gotiator during Ronald 
Reagan’s government in the 
1980s. He became known 
for his hawkish views 
against the Soviet Union. 

He was close to Richard 
Perle, one of the key archi- 
tects behind the war. 


Zalmay Khalilzad 

KHALILZAD IS the “gover- 
nor in waiting’s” special 
envoy to the Iraqi opposition. 

He is a founding member 
of the Project for the New 
American Century. 

Khalilzad is a former ad- 
viser to the US oil company 
Unocal. Bush appointed him 
to the special envoy to 
Afghanistan after the US 
war in 2001. 

Iraq will be split up into 
three areas—Mosul, Bagh- 
dad and Basra. These are the 
same provinces that the 
Turkish Ottoman Empire 
had when it ruled what is 
now Iraq for four centuries. 

The Bush administration 
is searching for Western oil 
chiefs to oversee Iraq’s oil. 
Their favourite is Philip Car- 
roll, the former chief execu- 
tive of the US arm of the 
Shell oil company. 


THE OCCUPIED and the occupier come face to face 


‘The front man’ Grabbing oil 


AHMED CHALABI, the 
leader of the Iraqi National 
Congress (INC), is set to be 
the most prominent Iraqi 
in the post war set up. 

Chalabi has not been in 
Traq since 1956 and has no 
support there. 

He is a convicted 
fraudster who had to 
escape from Jordan in the 
boot of a car in 1989 after 
a bank he owned col- 
lapsed. He was sentenced 
to three and six years in 
prison in his absence. 

The US has backed him 
for the last 11 years. 

The CIA, through the 
PR company Rendon 
Group, created the INC. It 
gave it at least $23 million 
between 1992 and 1995 ina 
failed attempt to overthrow 
Saddam Hussein. 

The Rendon Group has 
pumped out propaganda 
for the US state for 
decades. The US has used 


the Rendon Group in its in- 
terventions in Panama, 
Haiti, Iraq, Kosovo and 
Colombia. 

Chalabi is a member of 
the Project for the New 
American Century. 

The American Prospect 
magazine said about him 
last year: 

“Chalabi is the front 
man for the latest incarna- 
tion of a long time neo- 
conservative strategy to 
redraw the map of the oil- 
rich Middle East, put 
American troops—and 
American oil companies— 
in full control of the Persian 
Gulf’s reserves and use the 
Gulf as a fulcrum for en- 
hancing America’s global 
strategic hegemony.” 

Chalabi and his US 
backers have talked about 
dismantling Saudi Arabia, 
seizing its oil and destroy- 
ing the OPEC coalition of 
oil producing countries. 
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MASSIVE US corporations 
will rake in billions of 
dollars of profits 
“reconstructing” a society 
that the US military has 
bombed and devastated. 

Exiled Iraqi oil experts 
with the US State 
Department said last 
weekend that the country 
should be opened to 
international companies as 
quickly as possible. 

This means ExxonMobil, 
BP, TotalFinaElf and Royal 
Dutch/Shell, could be in line 
for a windfall. It’s good 
news too for oil service 
companies like Halliburton. 
Dick Cheney, the US vice- 
president, is the former 
chief executive of the 
company. 

The US will use all of 
the proceeds from Iraqi oil 
to pay for the 
“reconstruction”. 

USAID, the US agency, 
began handing over pieces 


of Iraq to companies as the 
war began. 

The Stevedoring 
Services of America won 
the contract for Iraq’s 
seaport administration on 
24 March. 

Contracts to run Iraq’s 
airport administration, 
public health, education 
system, local government 
and to reconstruct the 
infrastructure were all up 
for bid on USAID’s website 
on Friday of last week. 

All eight contracts must 
go to US companies by law. 

Scores of US and 
British corporate scouts 
have already descended on 
Iraq like vultures. 

“These are usually 
reserve officers who 
accompany and assist 
combat forces and identify 
the business opportunities 
for civilian contractors,” 
says the International 
Herald Tribune. 
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PEOPLE STRUGGLING on benefits often have to choose between toys for the kids and 


The real benefits rip-off 


LAST WEEK it was revealed that 
nearly £5 billion in means tested 
benefits are not claimed every year. 

Asa benefits worker, I see it first 
hand. 

People who desperately need 
extra cash don’t claim the benefits 
they are entitled to because the system 
is so complicated and the rules are 
constantly changed. 

We hear a lot about clamping 
down on so-called benefit 
scroungers but not enough 
encouraging people to claim 
benefits that could make a huge 
difference to their lives. 

New Labour said means testing 
would help them target help at those 
most in need. The huge amount of 
unclaimed benefits shows this 
doesn’t work. 


Incapacity benefits remain low. 
Those claiming them have to 
endure a “mechanical medical’, 
operated by the notorious company 
Sema. 

Sema’s medicals help the 
company throw some off benefits 
even though they are too sick to 
work. 

If you choose to leave a job or get 
sacked for “industrial misconduct” 
you get nothing for six months. 

Failing to “actively seek work” 
can land you with no benefits for 
weeks. 

Failing to cooperate with the child 
support agency means £10 offa single 
parent’s personal allowance for three 
years. 

If you are suspected of working 
you have to sign on daily. 


ere 


paying the bills 


Private companies are given 
benefit contracts. In Employment 
Zones non-union cowboys like Reed 
pocket the benefit not paid when the 
unemployed are pushed into work. 

The quicker they palm you off, the 
more they make. And they don’t care 
how short term the job is or how low 
paid. 

New Labour mayor of Hackney, 
Jules Pipe, said last week that he 
failed to see that welfare suffers 
because of war. 

He should remember what Martin 
Luther King said when his 
government promised a welfare 
programme, “the promises of the 
Great Society have been shot down 
on the fields of Vietnam”. 

Paul Murphy 
East London 


@THE GOVERNMENT is planning 
to computerise NHS doctors’ 
appointments, patients’ records and 
prescriptions. 

One of the companies in the 
running for this multi-billion pound 
contract is Sema Group. 

Last summer Sema took over 
Labour Party membership records. 
Admin costs rocketed to £1.5 million. 

Sema also runs the benefits 
agency medical service. In 2000 a 
study by MPs found that Sema 
treated claimants “unacceptably”. 
Up to 30,000 people annually are 
called for unnecessary examinations 
and 17,000 turned away after their 
appointments are “deliberately 
overbooked” to avoid wasting time. 
Dennis Marten 
Blackpool 


Where should we 
march from here’ 


SOME IN the anti-war 
movement ask why we 
continue to argue for mass 
protests and marches when 
our government ignores them. 

There are many reasons. 
For me the most powerful is the 
impact of mass protests here on 
people in the Middle East. 

The protesters we see on 
the news in Jordan, Palestine, 
Egypt, etc, also see us on the 
news. They can increasingly 
define themselves as part of a 
global mass movement 
against the New War Order. 

Ibelieve this is the real 
way to end both war and 
terrorism. 

Terrorism is a strategy of 
despair built on the idea that 
all from the oppressing nation 
are uncaring and hostile. 

Undercut that myth and the 
logic of terrorism is knocked 
away. 

Clear evidence of a global 
movement and international 
solidarity between ordinary 
people builds confidence in 
our strategy of mass action. 

That’s the true value of 
marching. 

Ben Drake 
York 


@THISIS not about demo 
fatigue, but what can demos 
achieve in the end? 

Yes, we march because 
numbers are important and we 
want to show our opposition 
to war. 

But on the 22 March demo 
we wondered what does it 
actually do to change anything 
if we just march peacefully 
alongside the police? 

We don’t want to listen to 
big speeches at Hyde Park 
anymore. Direct action is 
what we need. 

Mass sit-downs and 
occupations of public spaces 
such as Downing Street are a 
much better idea than 
peaceful demos and speeches. 

If you really want a regime 
change in Britain, you have to 
act, to confront the police and 
authorities. 

Demos in Britain are like 
carnivals—and this is no time 
for carnivals. 

Show your government 
that you are capable of 
bringing it down by mass 
action, not just symbolic acts 
of civil disobedience. 
Hsiao-Hung 
East London 


Still fighting 
for democracy 


JAMIE RANKIN (Letters, 5 
April) argues that Allied 
victory in World War Two 
brought democracy. That is 
not the whole story. 

The Atlantic Treaty 
between the US and 
Britain in 1942 excluded 
self-determination for 
India. 

In 1945 former colonial 
regimes were restored in 
Indonesia, Malaya and 
Vietnam. 

The US occupation of 
Japan was directed against 
the left, not the ruling class 
that had prosecuted the 
war. 

Britain got a free hand to 
crush a popular Greek 
resistance movement and 
impose a government of 
Nazi collaborators. 

In Western Europe 
fascist regimes in Spain 
and Portugal carried on 
undisturbed. In France and 
Italy the US used threats 
and bribery to exclude 
mass Communist 
movements from power. 

Their aims in World War 


Two were exactly as they 
are now—profit and power. 
Tony Phillips 

North London 


@! AM a student at Pimlico 
School, Westminster. 

Two weeks ago a mass 
anti-war coalition was 
formed at our school. 

On 20 March we gathered 
in Parliament Square. 

We ran into the road and 
sat, linking arms and 
chanting. It was a truly 
wonderful moment 
because of the ecstatic 
cheers from thousands 
hemmed in by police. 

Then police battered us. 

One of our students, a 
16 year old, was arrested, 
thrown into the back of a 
police van and forced to sit 
on the floor in handcuffs. 

We are not truants. We 
should not be rebuked for 
being political activists in 
stopping this war. We 
refuse to have our voices 
repressed. 

Ruby Kvalheim 
London 


Labour 
on strike 


IF WHAT is occurring in 
Wirral South Constituency 
Labour Party is mirrored 
elsewhere, Tony Blair is not 
winning the hearts and minds 
of his members concerning 
this war. 

Two of the ward 
chairpersons have resigned 
and one of them is leaving the 
party. 

A third ward chair is not 
calling meetings and has 
refused to stand in the local 
elections on 1 May. 

This ex-ward chair is now, 
along with others, urging 
people to spoil their ballot 
papers by writing “No to war” 
on them. 

To cap it all, MP Ben 
Chapman got a particularly 
rough ride over his support for 
Blair’s stance on the war ata 
constituency meeting last 
week. 

We are hoping that many 
of these angry people will get 
involved in campaigning for 
the anti-war candidate 
standing in the local 
elections in the Birkenhead 
ward just next door. 

Norah Rushton 
Merseyside 
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Censorship is 
round the clock 


ON BBC News 24, the 
night after US soldiers 
shot a car load of Iraqi 
civilians, two presenters 
were looking at the next 
day’s press. 

After showing the 
various pro-war front 
pages, they said the BBC 
would not be showing the 
Daily Mirror that night. 

Was this because the 
Daily Mirror told the truth 
about the shooting with 
the headline “Slaughter”? 
Nigel Davey 
East London 


Generals from 
outer space? 


ANY MARTIAN watching 
British television news at 
the moment would 
conclude that we have 
had a military coup. 

An endless parade of 
pontificating generals, air 
marshals, colonels and 
military “experts” fill our 
screens. 

It’s disgraceful that the 
huge anti-war movement 
is now being virtually 
ignored by the media. 
Dave Taylor 
Hampshire 


Stop the Nazi 
menace 


SINCE THE British 
National Party (BNP) 
announced it was 
standing a number of 
candidates in the council 
elections in West 
Yorkshire we have seen a 
dramatic increase in 
violence against the 
Asian community. 


I first got to know him 
when he visited Sri Lanka 
in the 1960s, although | 
believe he was known to 
my mother, Jeanne 
Hoban, long before. 

He was very popular 
with the socialists in this 
country. He was not at all 
dogmatic. 

He was a wonderful 
human being. He also 
cooked a wonderful 
gefuelter fisch. 

Vinod Moonesinghe 
Sri Lanka 


Ruthless elites 
lead Kurds 


THERE IS another terrible 
example of the way rival 
Kurdish groups in 


xe 4 


Fe 
Iraqi Kurdish refugees 


‘ed 


northern Iraq have fought 
each other (Socialist 
Worker, 5 April). 

In 1996 fighting erupted 
between the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
and Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP). 

The PUK cooperated 
with Iranian forces. 
Sickeningly KDP leader 
Masoud Barzani invited in 
Saddam Hussein’s troops 
to help crush the PUK. 

Some KDP fighters 
even boasted that Iraqi 
forces could use poison 
gas against PUK villages. 

Both the PUK and KDP 
are led by elites that want 
to grab what they can 
from the region. 

Mohsen Khasravi 
London 


Support the 
resistance 


GEORGE GALLOWAY is 
right to oppose the US 
and British war in Iraq. 

Given the monstrous 
injustice of this campaign, 
it is ludicrous to demand 
continued support for 
military action. 

As the Iraqi people are 
victims of injustice, we 


There have been 
attacks on taxi drivers 
and an attack on the 
mosque in Batley. 

To its shame the local 
papers last week printed 
three letters from BNP 


members. must support their right 
John Appleyard to resist occupation and 
Leeds drive coalition forces out. 


And if the Iraqi people 
can resist the might of the 
US/UK invasion, they can 
surely topple Saddam and 
liberate themselves. 
Jonathan Davies 
Coventry 


A great loss to 
socialists 


IT IS with great regret 
that | read about the 
death of Mike Kidron. 


| _iobituarry 
John Chase 


IT IS with sadness that we 
record the death of John 
Chase after a long illness. 

John was a socialist and 
Labour Party member of the 
1945 generation who fought 
all his life for peace and 
against imperialism. 

He would have been 
disgusted at the vermin in 
charge, so intent on 


recolonising the Middle East. 
John came across the 
ideas of Socialist Worker late 
in his active life but 
recognised kindred spirits 
straight away and remained 
a firm supporter as long as 
he was able to. 
Condolences to Julie, 
Betty and John. 
Harlow SWP 


PROTESTS AGAINST THE WAR 
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The movement that 
Is changing politics 


THE BBC’s political 
editor, Andrew Marr, 
last week tried to 
claim that the anti-war 
movement had melted 
away. 

His “proof” was that 
the day before war started 
thousands of protesters 
filled Parliament Square 
but a few days later the 
square was empty. 

What he didn’t mention 
was that no demo had been 
called for that day! 

A meeting of Socialist 
Workers Party members last 
Sunday discussed building 
the anti-war movement. 

Lindsey German, the 
convenor of the Stop the 
War Coalition, outlined the 
prospects for the movement: 
*THE achievements of the 
Stop the War Coalition have 
been immense. 

The demo on 15 Febru- 
ary of two million was the 
biggest ever in this country. 
The demo on 22 March of 
500,000 was the biggest 
ever in wartime. 

We helped kick off the 
school students’ walkouts, 
industrial action against war, 
and the People’s Assembly. 

The level of activity re- 
mains very, very high. 

Two weeks ago there 
were 15,000 people demon- 
strating in Edinburgh. 
Last Saturday there were 
3,000 at the US embassy in 
London, 500 in Bedford 
and demos elsewhere. 

The anti-war meetings 
are as big as ever. 

When the press inter- 
views me they always ask 
why no one is marching. I 
have to keep explaining that 
we don’t organise demos 
every day! 

Lots of new people are 
still getting involved in the 
movement. 

The opinion polls are 
always shifting but they all 
show at least one third of 
people still oppose war. 

Everything we said about 
this war has been proved to 


be true. 

It is not about weapons 
of mass destruction and it is 
not a war of liberation. 

Of course, the outbreak 
of war had an impact. 

Before the war there 
were divisions in the ruling 
class that made it easier to 
put the anti-war arguments. 
Papers like the Daily Mirror 
were firmly anti-war. 

Now the government and 
the media put the line that, 
now we are fighting, we 
must support “our troops”. 

Some politicians like 
Charles Kennedy and Mo 
Mowlam have jumped ship, 
but many other people have 
not. This is particularly true 
of the unions. 

Unison, for example, of- 
fered to provide stewards for 
the 12 April demo. The trade 
union leaders have a closer 
relationship with their mem- 
bers than the MPs do. 


Shut 


Some people have been 
intimidated by the barrage of 
pro-war propaganda. The 
lies the US government gets 
away with beggar belief, and 
without journalists like 
Robert Fisk they would get 
away with even more. 

The attack on George 
Galloway in the Sun was 
almost certainly encouraged 
by Downing Street to shut 
George up and intimidate 
the rest of the anti-war MPs. 

Much of the revulsion 
against Blair that has been 
suppressed for the duration 
of the war can break out 
when it ends. 

There is an argument 
about whether to keep 
coming to mass demonstra- 
tions in London. A few 
people talk about “demo 
fatigue”. 

This is not about people 
being tired. Lots of people 
are active all the time against 
the war. This is a political ar- 
gument, and a vital one. 

National demonstrations 
are a chance to regroup and 


LONDON, 22 March: the movement has united people in a remarkable way 


Look at this example 


build up our confidence. 
They prove we have not 
gone away. 

They have a huge impact 
internationally. We know 
our big national demonstra- 
tions prove to people oppos- 
ing the war in repressive 
regimes in the Middle East 
that they are part of a global 
movement. We are marching 
in solidarity with them. 

And we have to keep 
hitting at the heart of 
government.® 


Support from every 
section of society 


GHADA RAZUKI left Iraq 
in the late 1960s and has 
lived in Britain since. 

She has worked as a 
firefighter and is now 
working in the Stop the 
War Coalition office. 
Ghada talked to Socialist 
Worker last week about 
the calls and e-mails the 
office was receiving from 
across Britain. 
*LBC RADIO assumed the 
coalition had shut up 
shop after the war started. 
One of their journalists 
couldn’t get through on 
the phone. 

| had to explain to them 
that that was because the 


phones have been going 
non-stop as people have 
rung in to ask what they 
can do to oppose the war. 

It’s very hard to get out 
of the office in the evening 
as the phones are going 
with people ringing up 
after work. 

Despite the propa- 
ganda blitz, more and 
more people understand 
the truth about this war. 

The gung-ho coverage 
has really angered the 
millions of people who 
were already anti-war. 
And we are also getting 
calls from people who 
have not taken part in 


activities before. 

A lecturer from Harrow 
has just rung up to say 
she has organised a group 
of people and wants to 
block the M25. 

The calls are coming 
from all sections of soci- 
ety, from pensioners to 
school students. 

There are over 500 
local Stop the War Coali- 
tions that we know about 
and more are springing 
up all the time. 

People want a focus 
so they can show their 
opposition to the war and 
what Bush and Blair plan 
for Iraq.? 


COMMENTATORS WHO pretend 
the anti-war movement has disap- 
peared should come to Preston. 

More people have opposed or 
questioned the war the longer it has 
gone on. 

A group, mainly of white women 
from one council estate in Preston, 
has formed Families Against the War. 

They contacted our local Stop the 
War Coalition because they “‘wanted 
to come under our umbrella”’. 

They organised a successful par- 
ents’ and children’s protest against 
the war in a park. 

We have been holding fortnightly 
steering group meetings of the Stop 
the War Coalition in Preston for the 
last three months. 

The group has tried to ensure 
that everyone we have been work- 
ing with is contacted about these 
meetings and not just the public ac- 
tivities we organise. 

The result is that the steering 
meetings draw between 60 and 90 
people. In the week running up to na- 
tional demonstrations we have had 
up to 120. 

I phone people beforehand to ask 
them to introduce particular topics— 
the People’s Assembly, school strikes, 
bus details, and so on. 

Many of the people I’ve asked to 
speak are new to political activity. 
Some are nervous at first and take 
some persuading. 

But now large numbers have 
become confident and good anti-war 
speakers. 


by MICHAEL LAVALETTE, 
Preston Stop the War 
Coalition 


These steering groups have re- 
flected the Preston community as a 
whole. Our youngest activists are 
some school students, but we have 
two people in their eighties. 

There are lots of people from the 
Asian community—but most people 
at the meetings are white, again a re- 
flection of Preston. 

We have three councillors who 
regularly attend—Elaine Abbot, and 
Joyce and Terry Cartwright. 

There are several local union offi- 
cials and officers involved. 


Delegates 


Recently we set up a separate 
school students group, university 
group and a group in Broadgate (a 
district in Preston). All these are func- 
tioning in their own right. We have 
stalls every Saturday. 

We elected delegates from each of 
the groups and communities for the 
People’s Assembly, so we had a dele- 
gation of 16. 

The school students worked hard 
to get a strike on the day war broke 
out and sent out flying pickets to get 
600 out. It was a very lively day. They 
sat down in the roads. 

The following day about 300 
school students came back, joined by 


all 


Picture: JESS HURD www.reportdigital.co.uk 


about 600 students from the univer- 
sity. Again it was a great day. 

That night about 300 older people 
came to the 6pm rally. The evening 
rally included handing over a peti- 
tion to the local MP. He refused to 
meet us or take it. 

This petition had originated in the 
Muslim community but they came to 
us to work with them. They gave 
themselves one week to get 10,000 
names. Hendrick, the MP, has a ma- 
jority of 12,000, and they wanted to 
put pressure on him. The petition 
called for opposition to the war with 
or without a second UN resolution. 

We handed the petition to the 
Constituency Labour Party meeting 
that Hendrick was at. They wouldn’t 
allow a delegation in. 

Hendrick scoffed at our claims 
and said it was never 10,000 names. 
He got someone to count them. There 
were 10,253. 

Two weeks ago we organised a 
local march after the police tried to 
restrict us to having a static rally. 

We had a great turnout. Even the 
police said there were 500 protesters— 
big for Preston. 

Two days later we held the biggest 
meeting for many years in the town 
with former Express journalist 
Yvonne Ridley and John Rees from 
the Stop the War Coalition. 

About 600 people packed into the 
hall to listen. Everyone was deter- 
mined to keep on fighting and get to 
London for the demonstration this 
Saturday. 
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behind the headlines 


How Israel helos 
US keep its grip 


ISRAEL IS heavily in- 
volved in Bush and 
Blair’s war on Iraq. 

Top White House 
hawks like Richard Perle 
identify strongly with Is- 
raeli prime minister Ariel 
Sharon and his hard right 
Likud Party. 

Perle and other White 
House hawks want to re- 
shape the Middle East to fit 
Israel’s interests. 

The Israeli army has been 
telling US troops heading for 
lraq how to crush resistance 
in towns and cities based on 
their experience in Palestin- 
ian camps like Jenin. 

The man appointed 
to run the post-Saddam 
administration in Iraq, 
General Jay Garner, has 
strong links to Israel. 

Some argue that the US’s 
links to Israel is a result of 
the power, influence and 
votes of the “Jewish lobby” 
in the US. 

The majority of those 
who make up the large pro- 
Israel lobby actually come 
from the Baptist Christians 
in the Bible Belt of the south- 
ern states in the US. 

But this lobby does not 
explain why the US backs 
Israel. 

Israel is the US's “watch- 
dog” in the strategically im- 
portant, oil rich Middle East. 

Israel was founded in 
1948 when the Cold War 
between the US and the 
Soviet Union was hotting up. 

The two superpowers 
competed for influence 
within the region. 

The US supported the 
partition of what was then 
Palestine to allow for the 
creation of Israel. 

Israeli militias ethni- 
cally cleansed 750,000 
Arabs and grabbed their 
homelands. US presi- 
dent Truman recog- 
nised the state of Israel 
just I 1 minutes after it 
was declared. 

The pro-West Arab 
regimes in the area were 
vulnerable to rebellions by 
the people excluded from 
the oil wealth their states 
controlled. 

The US wanted a stable 
power in the Middle East. It 
gave a $100 million loan to 


BUSH AND Blair are fighting a war for 
profit and power. But how can we stop 
them? What can we learn from 


MATTHEW 
COOKSON 
explains Israel’s 
place in the US 
Empire 


Israel in 1949. 

The growth of Arab na- 
tionalism in the early 1950s 
worried the US. 

The moderate Mossadeq 
government in Iran nation- 
alised oil properties in 1951, 
challenging Western control 
of oil. 

Israeli leaders spotted an 
opportunity to make them- 
selves useful to the West. 

The Israeli Ha’aretz news- 
paper, which was closely 
associated with the govern- 
ment, said during the 
Mossadeq crisis: 

“Strengthening Israel 
helps the Western powers 
maintain equilibrium and sta- 
bility in the Middle East. 
Israel is to become the 
watchdog. 


Strong 


“If for any reason the 
Western powers should 
sometimes prefer to close 
their eyes, Israel could be 
relied upon to punish one 
or several neighbouring 
states whose discourtesy to 
the West went beyond the 
bounds of the permissible.” 

In 1956 radical Egyptian 
leader Nasser nationalised the 
Suez Canal inspiring a wave 
of Arab nationalist revolts. 

The US feared it was 
losing control. A US Na- 
tional Security document 
stated that the only “logical” 
move “would be to support 
Israel as the only strong pro- 
West power left in the Near 
East”. 

US economic and mili- 
tary aid to Israel increased. 

In June 1967 Israel 
crushed the forces of Egypt, 
Syria and Jordan in six days. 
This convinced the US that 
Israel could be its attack dog 
in the Middle East. 

Ever since, the US has 
backed Israel to the hilt. It 
continues to give Israel 
around $3 billion every year. 

During Israel’s war 
against Egypt and Syria in 


1973 the then US president 
Nixon airlifted weaponry to 
Israeli forces. 

“The strength and West- 
ern orientation of Israel and 
lran safeguards US access to 
oil,” said US senator Henry 
Jackson in 1973. Jackson was 
known as the Senator from 
Boeing for his hawkish views. 

“They have served to 
inhibit and contain those ir- 
responsible and radical ele- 
ments in certain Arab states 
who would pose a grave 
threat to our principal 
sources of petroleum in the 
Persian Gulf.” 

Richard Perle worked for 
Jackson early in his career. 


Outpost 


Israel became even more 
important for the US after 
the Iranian Revolution over- 
threw the Shah in 1979. 

The US has a complex 
relationship with Israel. It 
supports Israel as its most 
stable ally in the Middle East. 
But US leaders also know 
they need the support of 
Arab rulers to keep the oil 
flowing. 

The mass of Arab people 
are outraged by Israel’s op- 
pression of the Palestinians 
and the support it receives 
from the US. 

The US must therefore 
sometimes play down its 
links with Israel, and Israel 
may sometimes strain on its 
leash. But the master always 
controls it. 

Israel continues to be the 
outpost for US imperialism 
in the Middle East today. 

“After the Cold War 
Israel’s main task has not 
changed at all,” said 
General Shlomo Gazit, 
former head of Israeli 
military intelligence. 

“Its location at the centre 
of the Arab Middle East pre- 
destines Israel to be a de- 
voted guardian of the 
existing regimes—to prevent 
or halt the processes of rad- 
icalisation and to block the 
expansion of fundamental re- 
ligious bigotry.” 

Any movement for de- 
mocracy and freedom in the 
Middle East will have to chal- 
lenge not just the power of 
the US but also its watch- 
dog, Israel. 


of other issues including the crisis of 
Labour, anti-capitalism, and the 


previous struggles? And what are we 
fighting for? What is the alternative to 
capitalism and war? 

Marxism 2003 will see thousands 
gather in London in July to discuss 
these questions as well as hundreds 


media. Leading figures from the anti- 
war movement will be joined by 
speakers from across the world. 

Get a full programme for the event 
by filling in the coupon below, phoning 
us on 020 7538 5821, or e-mailing us 
at marxism@swp.org.uk 


J Please send me more information about Marxism 2003 


We can have more of this... 
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What the Cash spent 


...or we can have these 


1,248 new schools 


10 percent rise in basic pension 


10,000 childcare centres 
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On DOMDS could buy 


L 
every penny of the money 
which the government is 
taking from workers in 


OR THE next nine months, 


extra national insurance 
will go to pay for the war on Iraq. 

That’s if the war “only” costs the 
£3.5 billion that chancellor Gordon 
Brown has already set aside. 

If the war costs closer to £10 bil- 
lion, as many experts predict, it will 
swallow up the national insurance 
rise and the entire extra amount 
people across the whole of Britain 
are paying in extra council tax. 

In the local elections in May the 
Tories will be attacking council tax 
rises while supporting the war. 

Worse still the Nazis in the British 
National Party (BNP) will be trying 
to win votes by using the lie that the 
extra council tax money will be 
going on refugees. 


In fact the money is going on the 
war. 

The cost of one of Britain’s Tor- 
nado fighter planes now raining 
death on Iraq could wipe out any 
council tax rise at all for all the 
people of Burnley and Oldham, two 
towns the BNP are targeting. 

The extra council tax that the 
people of Blackpool will be paying 
this year would be wiped out for the 
cost of just one of Britain’s Chal- 
lenger tanks whose shells are tear- 
ing people apart in Iraq. 

The £3.5 billion that is the mini- 
mum cost for the war could pay for 
1,248 new primary schools or 28 
fully equipped new hospitals, or 
give every pensioner in Britain a 
much needed 10 percent rise in their 
basic pension. 

The longer war lasts the more 
public services will pay the cost. 


The reputable US-based Centre 
for Strategic and Budgetary Assess- 
ments says that the additional cost 
to Britain will ratchet up at a rate of 
around £75 million a day, every 
day. 

Just four days of this could settle 
the firefighters’ pay claim in full. 

Instead firefighters are told there 
is no money, as are teachers, class- 
room assistants, health workers and 
others who need and deserve decent 


pay. 


Even greater waste 
The immediate cost of the war is 
only a small fraction of the obscene 
amount the British government 
spends on “defence”—preparing 
for war. 

Under New Labour Britain’s 
military spending has just had its 
biggest increase for 20 years. Even 


before the war in Iraq it had risen to 
£33 billion a year. 

Imagine what could be done in 
just four years with that money 
instead. 

@yYear one: build 200 fully 
equipped new hospitals. 

@ Year two: build five new primary 
schools in every parliamentary con- 
stituency in Britain AND build over 
a million new, decent and afford- 
able council homes. 

@Year three: a pensioners package 
giving each a £250 lump sum plus 
free TV, telephone and heating 
AND put £5 billion investment into 
a decent public transport system. 
@Year four: build a national network 
of 10,000 new nurseries and child- 
care centres, with free childcare 
places for those who use them, as 
well as continuing the free TV, tele- 
phone and heating for pensioners. 


And over those four years that 
would still leave at least £20 billion 
to put into tackling global problems 
of poverty, clean water and killer 
diseases like AIDS and TB. 


Our global vision 
Bush and Blair talk of tackling 
global problems. 

But they won’t use the money 
spent on war to solve them. Every- 
one I the world could have food and 
basic health and education services 
if the war budgets were used to help 
people. 

The United Nations UNESCO or- 
ganisation says it would take around 
£3.5 billion a year to educate the 115 
million children in the world now 
denied any education at all. 

That is the same as the money 
set aside this year for war by 
Britain’s Gordon Brown. 


The cost of just two of the cruise 
missiles launched by the US on 
Baghdad could feed 270,000 des- 
perately hungry people in Angola 
for a month. 

The minimum £65 billion US 
war spending could pay the entire 
budget of the United Nations 
UNICEF children’s emergency fund 
for the next 80 years, or fund the 
World Health Organisation’s budget 
for the next two centuries. 

The United Nations Human De- 
velopment Report estimates what it 
would cost to give a basic minimum 
income and provide basic services 
such as water, health, housing and 
education to all the world’s people. 

It reckons that would cost 
around £52 billion a year for each 
of the next ten years. 

The US’s spending on war 
against Iraq will cover more than a 


whole year’s such spending. 

In the US, even without the extra 
spending on war demanded by 
Bush, this year’s military spending 
was already budgeted at an awe- 
some £257 billion. 

This is set to rise to a shocking 
annual total of £324 billion in five 
years time. 

Just two years of this military 
budget would be enough to eradi- 
cate global poverty and give every- 
one in the world a basic living 
standard. 

What prevents that is not lack of 
resources, but a system based on 
profit and on war. 

The struggle against imperialism 
is also a struggle to win back con- 
trol of the world’s resourses from 
the tiny elite who have grabbed 
them from us. 

@ What causes wars? See page 10 
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Neo-conservatives on rampage 


The Bush gang’s 
domestic assault 


GEORGE BUSH and the gang who run the 
White House are waging a second war—at home 
on the majority of ordinary Americans. 

The names of those behind that war are the 
same as those ordering the bombers to pound 


Iraq. 

They include US gov- 
ernment figures like 
Dick Cheney, Donald 
Rumsfeld and Paul Wol- 
fowitz, right wing 
thinkers like William 
Kristol, and wealthy, 
corporate-backed groups 
they are linked to like 
the Heritage Foundation 
and the American En- 
terprise Institute (AED). 

They all pride them- 
selves on their “neo- 
conservative” ideology, 
one that amounts to an as- 
sault on every form of wel- 
fare provision, contempt 
for the poor, fanatical US 
nationalism, with rabidly 
right wing views on every- 
thing from single parents 
to race and abortion. 

The scale of the do- 
mestic assault this group 
plan is becoming clear, and 
shocking many in the US. 

“The central nutri- 
tional problem facing the 
poor is not too little food,” 
proclaims the AEI, while 
advocating a slashing of 
the food stamps welfare 
programme that is a vital 
lifeline for many of the 
poorest Americans. 

“Welfare is a social 
toxin,’”’ declares the Her- 
itage Foundation. 

“The more of this toxin 
is received by a child’s 
family, the less successful a 
child will be as an adult. 
If America’s children are 
to be saved, the current 
welfare system must be re- 
placed. Recipients should 
be required to work for 
benefits.” 

Single parents are a 
particular target for the 
neo-conservatives. 

“Mother-only families 
contribute to crime,” de- 
clares the AEI. 

And they see the poor 
as an “enemy within”. The 
AEI talks of the “cunder- 
class” which has “a dis- 
tinctive separate code. 
Call it thug code’’—people 
who specialise in ‘“‘cheat- 
ing, deceiving and exploit- 
ing” the welfare system. 


Hatred 


This hatred of welfare 
and the poor translates 
into a vicious assault in 
George Bush’s latest 
budget. 

It pours billions into 
the military, slashes tax 
for the rich, and clobbers 
the poor, the elderly and 
the sick. 

In all Bush plans to 
slash $10 billion off wel- 
fare spending. 

“Millions of individu- 
als and families could 
have benefits and services 
upon which they rely re- 
duced or even elimi- 
nated,” says the Centre 
on Budget and Policy Pri- 
orities in Washington. 

Already the number of 
Americans living below 
the poverty line increased 
last year for the first time 
in eight years. 

Bush’s budget will 
ensure more people are 
driven further into des- 
perate poverty. 

Bush’s plans include: 
HEALTH: There are two 
main schemes for state- 
funded healthcare in 
the US—Medicaid and 


HELEN SHOOTER 
writes on George 
Bush’s other war 


Medicare. 

Medicare is the system 
of healthcare insurance 
that provides for hospital 
treatment, but not pre- 
scription drugs, for the el- 
derly and disabled. 

Of the 40 million pen- 
sioners on Medicare 
about a third don’t have 
insurance that covers 
their drug costs. 

That means they end 
up skimping on the drugs 
they need or have to go 
without. 

Medicaid is the other 
health insurance system, 
which provides for around 
40 million low income 
families. But some 39 mil- 
lion Americans have no 
health insurance at all. 

Bush’s budget plans to 
axe billions from the 
Medicaid budget. 


Push 


He also wants to 
“reform” the health in- 
surance system—that is, 
open it up to competition 
from private insurance 
companies. 

“Medicaid and Medi- 
care would be in for 
changes that would push 
millions of senior citizens 
into private sector man- 
aged health plans,” says 
the Washington Post. 
SOCIAL SECURITY: Tens 
of millions of people in the 
US are already too poor 
to buy the food they need 
or have to rely on emer- 
gency food provision. 

Wages are so low for 
millions of people that 
over a third of those who 
ask for emergency food 
assistance are actually in 
work. 

Yet Bush wants an 
£8.3 billion cut in the food 
stamp programme. 

He is also freezing the 
minimum wage rate and 
axing billions from child 
nutrition programmes in- 
cluding free school 
lunches. 

Figures released this 
week show US unemploy- 
ment rising, as recession 
looms. Yet Bush’s budget 
includes a £1.7 billion cut 
in funding for unemploy- 
ment benefits. 
VETERANS: US troops in 
Iraq are being praised by 
Bush. But his budget in- 
cludes a £17 billion cut in 
veterans’ healthcare and 
benefits. 

Veterans are also hit 
by other cuts in Bush’s 
budget. A shocking 40 
percent of homeless men 
in the US are veterans. 
Yet Bush is cutting mil- 
lions from public housing 
grants. 

Tony Blair and New 
Labour are standing 
shoulder to shoulder with 
these US neo-conservatives 
over war on Iraq. 

What is just as sick- 
ening is that a conveyor 
belt of New Labour fig- 
ures and their advisers 
have also travelled to the 
US to study their ideas 
on welfare, crime, and 
much more. 


As Bush and Blair rampage through Iraq, John Molyneux asks... 


THE SLAUGHTER of the First World War was just one of the horrors that marked the last century 


alongside 


Afghanistan and the Balkans. 


And before those many can remem- 
ber two more wars in which British forces 
have fought—the 1991 Gulf War and the 


1982 Falklands War. 


While Britain was waging these wars, 
there were also numerous other bloody 
conflicts raging around the world—in Al- 
geria, Angola, Congo, Somalia, Rwanda, 
Chechnya, Azerbaijan and many other 


places. 


Indeed, when one looks back over the 
20th century the world appears to have 


been more or less continuously at war. 


The picture is dominated by the First 
and Second World Wars, which claimed 
approximately 16 million and 50 million 


lives respectively. 


But, prior to 1914, there were also the 
Boer War, the Russian-Japanese War, the 
Balkan Wars, the US-Spanish War over 


Cuba and numerous colonial wars. 


Between the world wars, there was 
the Russian Civil War (War of Allied In- 
tervention), the Japanese War on China, 
the Italian invasion of Abyssinia, the Irish 
War of Independence and Civil War, and 


the Spanish Civil War. 


After 1945 there was the overarching 
Cold War, and innumerable sub-conflicts 
in Korea, Malaysia, 

Aden, Greece, Cuba, 

Guatemala, Viet- 

nam, Cambodia, 


Zimbabwe, 


THE FACE of Bush’s “new world order” 


Mozambique, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Biafra, Ireland, El Salvador. 

The list is almost endless. 

At the start of every war, the leaders 
speak of fighting for peace, security, free- 
dom, democracy. 

At the end the peace proves only an 
interval before the next war. 

And so it is today. If Bush and Blair 
succeed in crushing Iraq, it will only be a 
matter of time before they turn their at- 
tentions elsewhere. 

What explains the prevalence of war, 
which destroys so many lives and involves 
such a vast waste of human resources? 

Why, after thousands of years of his- 
tory, centuries of so-called Western civil- 
isation and enlightenment, is war still 
with us and, if anything, more common 
and terrible than ever? 

One can, of course, shrug one’s shoul- 
ders and put it down to human nature. 

But this leads nowhere except to res- 
ignation or even justification for war. It 
is also false. 

It cannot account for the fact that for 
tens of thousands of years human beings 
as hunters and gatherers lived virtually 
without war. 

Nor can it explain why some parts of 
the world live for long periods in peace 
(for example Scandinavia) while other 
parts like the Middle East are hotbeds of 
conflict. 

With the exception of popular upris- 
ings, wars are not waged by “people”, but 
by governments and states. 

Despite propaganda to the contrary, 
states act not on the basis of instincts, 
feelings or ideals, but overwhelmingly on 
the basis of vested interests. 

And not the interests of their popula- 
tions, but the interests of the ruling 
classes who control the state. 

To explain the unending sequence of 
wars in the modern world, we have first 
to grasp the fact that the economic system 
we live under, capitalism, has within it a 
built-in tendency to war. 

Capitalism is a system of competi- 
tive exploitation. Exploitation—the 
daily extraction of wealth by a minority 
from the labour of the majority—in 
itself generates bitter and permanent 
conflict. 

To contain and repress this conflict 


the exploiters, the rich, create state ma- 
chines—special bodies of armed men, 
prisons, police and so on—which stand 
above society. 

In addition to controlling their own 
people, these states have the capacity to 
wage war on other states and peoples for 
territory, trade, resources and so on. 

This is why there have been wars as 
long as there has been exploitation— 
about 5,000 years. 

The emergence of capitalism, 
roughly 500 years ago, intensified this. 
Under capitalism every business is 
locked in permanent competition with 
other businesses. 

This competition runs through the 
whole system—the corner shop competes 
with the corner shop, the department 
store with other stores, the textile com- 
pany with other textile companies. 

Ultimately, the competition is about 
accumulation of capital. But it includes 
struggle over land, raw materials, labour, 
markets and everything which con- 
tributes to profit. 

This competitive drive made capital- 
ism more dynamic than any previous eco- 
nomic system, such as feudalism, but also 
more destructive and dangerous. 


ITHIN capitalist na- 

tions the state serves 

not only to hold 

down the workers 

but also, by and 
large, to keep the competition be- 
tween capitalist firms within legal, 
non-violent limits. 

But the competition does not go away, 
it is channelled through the state and re- 
produced internationally, leading repeat- 
edly to war. 

In the 18th and early 19th centuries 
the British state fought a series of wars 
against France for the control of India, 
Canada, the West Indies and, ultimately, 
Europe. 

Britain’s victory in these wars, to- 
gether with the industrial revolution, en- 
sured that in the 19th century it became 
the world’s dominant state with the 
largest empire ever seen. 

However, the horrific wars of the 20th 
century were a product not just of capital- 
ism in general, but of the particular phase 


of capitalism, known as imperialism, 
which set in at the end of the 19th century. 

By this time capitalist industry had 
spread to all Europe’s major powers and 
had changed from competition between 
relatively small firms to competition be- 
tween giant monopolies operating 
internationally. 

The result was the conquest and 
colonisation of almost all the rest of the 
world by the main imperialist powers. 

In itself this process involved a host of 
colonial wars in which poorly armed “na- 
tives” were slaughtered by immensely su- 
perior forces. But it also prepared the 
ground for war on a hitherto unimagined 
scale. 

The fact that the world was already di- 
vided up meant that any change in the 
balance of economic and military power 
between the European states led to a 
struggle to redivide the world. 

In particular, Germany emerged as 
Europe’s major economic power at the 
turn of the century. 

Because it had only become a unified 
country in 1870, Germany had missed 
out on the 19th century drive for colonies. 
But it was determined to get its “fair” 
share, either in Africa and Asia, or on 
central and eastern Europe. 

Britain, France and Russia were 
equally determined to stop it. 

This was the real cause of the horren- 
dous bloodbath of the First World War. 
The ruling classes of Europe sent their 
workers and young men to kill each other 
in their millions for the sake of colonies 
and profit. 

The Second World War was funda- 
mentally a continuation of the First. The 
British government did not fight because 
they were opposed to fascism, but rather 
to defend the British Empire. 

The US came into the war not to lib- 
erate the French people, but to defend its 
interests in the Pacific against the threat 
from Japan and because it feared an even- 
tual challenge from Germany. 

The wars of the present period derive 
from the same fundamental imperialist 
drives for profit and conquest, now oper- 
ating in the new situation created by the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and its 
empire in 1989-91. 

The US ruling class sees this as an 


What causes wars? 


HE INVASION of Iraq is the 
third time in only six years 
that Tony Blair has sent 
British armed forces to war 
the United 
States. Before Iraq were the wars in 


opportunity to establish a “New World 
Order” dominated by American big busi- 
ness. Central to this project is control of 
the world’s major oil supplies. 

For the US state 11 September 2001 
was a further “window of opportunity”. 

It convinced people like vice presi- 
dent Dick Cheney, defence secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld and his deputy Paul 
Wolfowitz, and those around them that 
they had a chance to pursue this strategy 
through aggression. 

Their aims are to gain control of Iraqi 
oil, to consolidate their hold on the 
Middle East and central Asia, and to send 
a message to the world that no state can 
defy American power or challenge it in 
the future. 

This is what makes the present situa- 
tion so dangerous. 

Our rulers in Britain, as usual, have 
positioned themselves as the key ally of 
the US on the world stage and its main 
agent in Europe. 

But neither France nor Germany, 
who aspire to lead Europe, Russia, or 
China (which is rapidly growing as an 
economic power), let alone the people 
of the Middle East and the rest of the 
world, are content to simply bow down 
before US capital. 

The potential for future conflicts is 
horrific, and will remain so while capi- 
talism survives. 

This is why, if we want a peaceful 
world, a world free of B-52s, cluster 
bombs, and the threat of nuclear holo- 
caust, we have to both resist this war to 
the maximum and build a movement to 
end the capitalist system which breeds 
war by its very nature. 


More on war 


@ Socialism and War by John 
Rees, Bookmarks, £1 


“Imperialism, Globalisation 
the State and War” in 
International Socialism 93, £3 


Both available from 
Bookmarks—phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to 
www.bookmarks.uk.com 
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Cashing in on 
the movement? 


Multinationals want to make profits 
from peace...and from war 


THE ANTI-WAR movement is sending the advertis- 
ing hacks into a spin. Canny corporations see the 
anti-war and anti-capitalist movements as new 
marketing tools to get to young people. How they 
connect into these movements takes many differ- 
ent forms. 

Corporations like Nike with its “Just do it” theme 
or FCUK with its anti-establishment stance are 
playing on relatively safe ground. Meanwhile Qibla 
and Mecca Cola are trying to take a small bite out of 
Coca-Cola and Pepsi’s markets by plugging them- 
selves as an ethical alternative to these global 
giants. 

Mecca Cola’s advertising blurb reads, “Don’t 
drink stupid. Drink with conviction.” Other compa- 
nies are trying to tap into the anti-war market. Levi’s 
Europe has just produced a T-shirt with the word 
“Peace” emblazoned on it. 

A French shoe company is promoting an Arabic- 
style shoe decorated with the Stars and Stripes 
alongside the word “Peace”. A Spanish trainer 
company is using peace symbols to advertise its 
shoes. 

Recently a Virgin Megastore shop worker sent 
me an internal memo. It urges shop managers to or- 
ganise window displays advertising classic anti- 
war albums. A manager says, “There is a growing 
market for this kind of stuff.” 


Market strategies 

Surveys conducted by advertising agencies are 
identifying a so called new trend among young 
people called “inner directedness”. This gobblede- 
gook is the kind of thing that corporations pay tens 
of thousands of pounds for. 

For the likes of you and me it means that a grow- 
ing number of people are rejecting the latest fash- 
ions and gadgets in favour of products with 
“ethical” and “moral” themes. 

At a recent seminar on advertising, an executive 
at D-Code (one of those agencies that try and per- 
suade you that air you breathe is a product worth 
buying) told this gathering of the limitations of 
these new market strategies. 

He warned, “Large corporations such as McDon- 
ald’s are too establishment to be able to capitalise 
on these anti-war sentiments, the same is doubly 
true for oil companies and banks.” 

With a wry smile the D-Code executive added, 
“As the war draws to a close, some major corpora- 
tions believe they can turn the tables on this new 
radical chic and cash in on any coalition victory in 
Iraq.” 

Doesn’t it make you feel good knowing that 
these multi-billion dollar corporations will be able 
to cash in on the death of thousands of innocent 
lraqis? 

Capitalism is so perverse that even T-shirt man- 
ufacturers are looking for a way to cash in on the 
war whatever the outcome. 

In the spirit of any bloody victory the so called 
coalition forces gain | thought I’d give these multi- 
national corporations a few of my advertising ideas 
for free. 

HSBC could rename itself Heartless Savage Blood- 
thirsty Capitalists and McDonald’s fries can now be 
called McFried. 

Of course advertising is a powerful medium. But 
the fact that advertisers have to use the values of 
our movement to sell us products reflects just how 
strong our anti-war struggle has become. 

We need to keep reminding ourselves—we are 
many, they are few. They need us much more than 
we need their nasty little sales scams. After reading 
about the greed and hypocrisy of all these corpora- 
tions | bet | know what you are thinking. You are 
going to reject all this consumerism and get yourself 
a Stop the War Coalition T-shirt. 

Am | right? 

If so, is ita case of subliminal advertising? Or is 
it the power of one of the largest political move- 
ments this country has ever seen? You decide. 

li Stop the War Coalition T-shirts can be obtained for 
£5 from www. stopwar.org.uk or 020 7053 2153. 


REVIEWS 


“Hearts and minds”, “shock and awe” —military buzzwords 
that have been used in other dirty invasions 


FOG OF WORDS 


EDIA REPORTS have 
repeated phrases from 
the US and British 
governments designed 
to con us into thinking this is a 
“humanitarian” war. 

But they don’t want to admit the 
murky origins of some of those 
phrases. 

Obliterating Iraq is really about 
“fighting the battle for the hearts and 
minds of Iraqi people’, we are told. 

Both the British and the US are 
well used to saying this about their 
dirty wars of occupation. 

“The answer lies in the hearts and 
minds of the people,” said General 
Sir Gerald Templer, the High Com- 
missioner of Malaya in the 1950s. 

The British prime minister Win- 
ston Churchill had given Templer 
dictatorial powers to put down a 
revolt by the Malayan people. 

Britain used heavy repression 
against the Communist-led libera- 
tion movement. 

Troops massacred guerrillas, cut 
off the hands and heads of dead 
“terrorists”, and forcibly resettled 
500,000 people in villages sur- 
rounded by barbed wire. 

At the same time Britain promised 
“moderate” Malay politicians they 
could have independence. 

The US was supposed to be “win- 
ning hearts and minds” in Vietnam 
in the 1960s and early 1970s. 

The US government bribed sec- 
tions of the elite in South Vietnamese 
government, which it supported, 
while it bombed those who put up 
resistance. 

The US used chemical weapons 
like Agent Orange and napalm. 
They killed at least two million 
Vietnamese and Cambodian people. 

“Shock and awe” was the “new” 
phrase in the current war on Iraq. 

The US ultra right wingers Harlan 


BOOK REVIEW 


In flames 


THE LAST NIGHT 

LONDON BURNED 

George Binette, £5 

THIS BEAUTIFULLY produced 
book commemorates former 
Clash singer Joe Strummer’s 
last ever London show. 
Strummer died tragically 
young at the end of last year. 
Fittingly for a champion of the 
underdog it was a fundraiser 
for striking firefighters. 

The respect felt for 
Strummer shines through. 
Journalist Mark Steel lambasts 
Tony Blair’s love of The 
Clash—“Working for the 
Clampdown” might have been 
written for New Labour. 

Binette gives a potted 
history of why The Clash 
mattered and new fans will 
wantto delve deeper. 

Paul Sillett 


TARIQ ALI speaks about his 
book The Clash of 
Fundamentalisms at 6.30pm 
on Thursday 24 April at 


Bookmarks, 1 Bloomsbury 
ES} dc =1=) om eo) ave (oy ani" ( Out = eam Ko) 
reserve a free place phone 
020 7637 1848. 


PETER KENNARD and Steve Bell’s posters are two of a series of six posters available for £5 each from 
www.stopwar.org.uk or phone 020 7053 2153/4/5/6 


K Ullman and James P Wade 
claimed they invented it. The US 
was bombing Iraq to destroy its 
people “physically, emotionally and 
psychologically”, said Harlan. 

“Shock and awe, the Pentagon’s 
phrase, is itself a classic slogan 
from the pages of the old Nazi mag- 
azine Signal,’ wrote the respected 
journalist Robert Fisk recently. 

The German Nazi planners wan- 
ted to “physically, emotionally and 
psychologically” destroy the popu- 
lation of the countries they attacked. 

One example is the Spanish city 
of Guernica which they bombed in 
1937. The death and destruction 
provoked outrage and the left wing 
Spanish painter Pablo Picasso com- 
memorated the horror in his famous 


painting Guernica. 

There are other phrases that 
army spokespeople, and compliant 
journalists, have used to try to 
smooth over the reality of what is 
really happening in Iraq. 

They talk about “pockets of resis- 
tance” from determined Iraqi troops. 

Every invading army has tried 
to portray the opposition as a few 
isolated fanatics who are out of 
touch with the welcoming rest of 
the population. 

They do not like to accept that 
the majority of people might not 
want the invading troops. 

“Pacifying enemy troops” means 
the exact opposite to the word 
“pacify”. Blasting away Iraqi sol- 
diers is what they really mean. 


“Degrading the enemy’s capabil- 
ities” means blowing the hell out of 
people, buildings and equipment. 

All these phrases are designed 
to create a fog around the war, to 
dehumanise the millions of people 
affected, and present a sanitised 
battlefield. 

It reminds me of George Orwell’s 
novel 1984, in which a totalitarian 
society reverses the meaning of 
words to control its population. So 
“war is peace, freedom is slavery, ig- 
norance is strength”. 

But war on Iraq has driven mil- 
lions of people across the world to 
protest, showing their hearts and 
minds are still set against Bush and 
Blair’s warmongering. 

Matthew Cookson 


A journey of hope 


Michael Winterbottom 


IF YOU want to know exactly how 
it feels to risk your life to try to find 
a better future, then make sure 
you go and see /n this World. 

It is a powerful and moving film 
unashamedly on the side of those 
fleeing persecution and poverty. 

The film takes you on the 
journey of two Afghan boys, 16 
year old Jamal and his older cousin 
Enayatullah, from a refugee camp 
in Pakistan to London. 

Filmed with hand-held digital 
cameras, the film makes you feel 
you have accompanied the cousins 
on their hazardous journey through 
Pakistan, lran, Turkey, Italy and on 
to the Red Cross camp at Sangatte 
in France. 

You really feel you have lived 
through the fear, bewilderment 
and boredom Jamal and 
Enayatullah experience. 

They travel through harsh 
terrain in ramshackle buses, on 
the back of lorries, cramped under 
a cargo of orange cases. 

Along the way they are 
exploited by people-traders 
making a living through others’ 
misery. But poor villagers and 
fellow refugees help them. 


filmed at night, when the two are 
helped over snowbound 
mountains by Kurdish villagers. 

But most unforgettable are the 
harrowing scenes showing the 
refugees entombed in a freight 
container on a 40-hour ferry 
journey from Turkey to Italy. 

These scenes will stay with me 
for along time. So too will the 
tenderness and solidarity the 
cousins show each other and 
other refugees. 

The film becomes even more 
powerful when you realise that 
Jamal and Enayatullah, and many 
others in the film, are more or less 
playing themselves. 

After making the film Jamal 
returned to London to apply for 
asylum. He has been allowed to 
stay—but only until he is 18, when 
the immigration authorities want to 
kick him out. 

You can’t watch this film without 
being moved and understanding 
more about the experience 
millions fleeing wars and 
economic hardship face. 

No matter how busy you are in 
the coming weeks, make seeing it 
a priority. 


Top selling books about 
lraq and opposition to war 


1 IRAQ: A REPORT FROM 
THE INSIDE 
Dilip Hiro 
Granta £8.99 
Well respected journalist 
focuses on Iraq’s recent history. 


2 SADDAM HUSSEIN: THE 
POLITICS OF REVENGE 
Said K Aburish 
Bloomsbury £7.99 
Aburish places Saddam 
Hussein in political context. 


3 SADDAM HUSSEIN: AN 
AMERICAN OBSESSION 
Andrew and Patrick Cockburn 
Verso £9 
Examination of the US’s links 
with Saddam Hussein. 


4 STOP THE WAR ON IRAQ: 
THE CASE AGAINST BUSH 
AND BLAIR 
Socialist Worker £1 
Pamphlet that answers Bush 
and Blair’s lies. 


5 AGAINST WAR WITH IRAQ: 
AN ANTI-WAR PRIMER 
Michael Ratner and others 
Seven Stories Press £4.99 
Exposes the Bush gang’s war as 
illegal and immoral. 


Compiled by Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop 


Phone 020 7637 1848 


Hazel Croft 


www.bookmarks.uk.com 
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meetings, forums and events | tel: 020 7538 5821 


IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


e-mail: forums@swp.org.uk 


Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BARNSLEY 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Barnsley Library, Shambles St. 
BIRKENHEAD 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 


Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, Oxton 
Green Community Centre, 
Christchurch Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM HANDSWORTH 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East Wed 23 Apr, 
7.30pm, Summerfield 
Community Centre, Dudley Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
Can we have a world without 
war? Tue 22 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Martineau Centre, Balden Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 
The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 

Thu 17 Apr, 7pm, Shahenshah 
Restaurant, Ladypool Rd. 
BLACKWOOD 

Does the movement need 
political parties? 

Mon 21 Apr, 7.15pm, 
Blackwood Miners institute. 
BOURNEMOUTH 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil diobedience 
Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, Portman 
Hotel, Ashley Rd, Boscombe. 
BRIGHTON 

Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, Phoenix 
Community Centre, Phoenix 
Place (next to Free Butt). 
BRISTOL MONTPELIER 

What ideas do we need to 
change the world? 

Thu 24 Apr, 7pm, Bristolian Cafe, 
Picton St. With Huw Williams 
BURNLEY 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Tue 15 Apr, 7.30pm, Shalamar, 
Church St. With Jess Edwards 
CAMBRIDGE 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, CB2, 
Norfolk St. With Jo Cardwell 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 


production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 


CANTERBURY 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, Pascucci 
Cafe, Canterbury High St. 
CHELTENHAM 

Vietnam: when the US was 
humbled 

Wed 30 Apr, 7.30pm, HC207, 
Francis Close Hall, St Paul’s Rd. 
CHESTERFIELD 

Why does capitalism create 
war? Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Market Halls, Market Square. 
COLCHESTER 

Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Thu 17 Apr, 8pm, RAD Hall 

(cnr Walsingham Rd/Southway). 
COVENTRY 

The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 

Tue 15 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Cafe, Methodist Central Hall, 
city centre. 

With Alex Callinicos 

CRAWLEY 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, Three 
Bridges Community Centre, 
Gales Place. 

DUDLEY 

1917: when revolution ended 
war Wed 16 Apr, 8pm, 
Claughton Community Centre, 
Blowers Green. 

ECCLES 

How could a socialist society 
work? Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Eccles Library. 

GLOUCESTER 

Revolt and resistance in Latin 
America 

Wed 23 Apr, 7pm, Warehouse, 
Parliament St. 

With Alan Drewett 

HARWICH 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Wed 16 Apr, 8pm, Longmeadows 
Community Centre. 

HEXHAM 

Vietnam: when the US was 
humbled Tue 15 Apr, 7pm, 
Hexham Swimming Pool. 

HULL 

Does the media control our 
ideas? Thu 1 May, 7.15pm, 
Avenues Adult Education Centre, 
Park Ave. 


ANTI-WAR protests last week in Huddersfield (left) and Manchester 
Pictures: Malcolm Povey and Penny Kay 


LEEDS CHAPELTOWN 
The bloody history of British 
imperialism 
Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, West 
Indian Centre, Laycock Place. 

LEEDS CITY CENTRE 
Fascism: what is it and how do 
we fight it? 

Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Swarthmore Centre 
(next to Park Lane College). 

LEEDS HAREHILLS 
Can we have a world without 
war? Wed 16 Apr, 7pm, 
Pakistani Community Centre. 

LEEDS HEADINGLEY 
What is the grand strategy of 
the US Empire? 

Thu 17 Apr, 6.30pm, 

Delikatessen, Hyde Park Corner. 

LEICESTER 
Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Mon 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 

With Chris Bambery 

LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 
Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, Collect 

Gallery, Lark Lane. 

LIVERPOOL CITY CENTRE 
Democracy: is this as good as 
it gets? 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, Quinny’s 
Cuisine, Bold St. 


_ INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 

i We oppose everything which turns 

_ workers from one country against those 

_ from other countries. 

We oppose racism and imperialism. We 

oppose all immigration controls. We 
support the right of black people and other 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


_ reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 
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LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Yemeni Community Centre. 
LOWESTOFT 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Havelock, Love Lane. 

With Chris Bambery 
MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
How can Palestine be free? 
Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Saffron Restaurant 

(bottom of Cheetham Hill Rd). 
MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
Building a socialist alternative 
to Labour Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Chorlton Public Library. 
MANCHESTER HULME 

Can radical Islamic movements 
challenge imperialism? 

Mon 14 Apr, 7pm, upstairs, 

Arch Bar, Stretford Rd. 
MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Withington Library, Wilmslow Rd. 
NEWCASTLE WEST 

If money and missiles can 
cross borders, why can’t 
people? Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Dolphin Community Centre 

(off Condercum Rad). 
NORTHAMPTON 

Can we have a world without 
war? Thu 17 Apr, 7pm, Cafe 
Msaada, Kettering Rd (nr Clar St). 
NORWICH 

Can war lead to revolution? 
Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Millennium Library, city centre. 
NOTTINGHAM ST ANN’S 

The grand strategy of the 
American Empire Thu 17 Apr, 
7.30pm, Chase Neighbourhood 
Centre, Robin Hood Chase. 
NOTTINGHAM SHERWOOD 
Can we have a world without 
war? Tue 22 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Katmando, Mansfield Rd. 
NOTTINGHAM SNEINTON 
What will a revolution look 
like? Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Sneinton Hermitage Centre, 
Sneinton Boulevard. 

OXFORD CITY CENTRE 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Reservoir Books. 


OXFORD EAST 

“Democratic” imperialism: 
why the US won’t bring 
freedom to Iraq 

Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, East 
Oxford Community Centre, 
Cowley Rd. With Sabby Sagall 
PENDLE 

How do we defeat the Nazis? 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, Mamaris 
Turkish Restaurant, Manchester 
Rd, Nelson. With Jess Edwards 
PLYMOUTH 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Mon 14 Apr, 7.45pm, 
Martinsgate Education Centre, 
Bretonside (behind Staples). 
With Julie Waterson 
PORTSMOUTH 

What can we learn from the 
Russian Revolution? Sun 20 
Apr, 7pm, Cafe Citrus, Albert Rd, 
Southsea. 

PRESTON 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Tue 15 Apr, 7.30pm, Unity Centre, 
Shepherd St (off Church St). 

ST ALBANS 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Mon 14 Apr, 7.30pm, 

upstairs, Trinity Church 

(cnr Victoria St/Beaconsfield Rd). 
With Maxine Bowler 

SHEFFIELD HEELEY 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Hartley Street Community 
Centre. 

SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 
Does the media control our 
ideas? Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Hillsborough Arena, 
Middlewood Rd. 

SHEFFIELD SHARROW 

Why is there a war 

on asylum seekers? 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Highfields Library, London Rd. 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Democracy: is this as good as 
it gets? Thu 17 Apr, 8pm, 
Cook House, St Mary’s St. 
SOUTHEND 

Do movements need political 
parties? Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Coffee House, Chichester Rd. 
SWANSEA 

Is Plaid Cymru a socialist 
alternative to New Labour? 
Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 


WATFORD 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 17 Apr, 7pm, New Trades and 
Labour Club, Clarendon Rd. 

With lan Birchall 

YORK 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Wed 16 Apr, 8pm, 
Priory Street Centre. 


ARCHWAY 
Palestine: can it ever be free? 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, Bonjour 
Bonsoir Cafe, 142 Holloway Rd. 
With Beccy Reese 

BAYSWATER 
Divide and rule: why we say 
asylum seekers are not to 
blame 
Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, Coffee 
Island, 31 Westbourne Grove. 

BRENT 
Weapons of mass deception: 
do the media control our 
minds? Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Willesden Library Centre, 

95 Willesden High Rd. 

BRICK LANE 
Why is there a war on asylum 
seekers? Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Coffee@Brick Lane. 

BRIXTON 
Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Dogstar, Coldharbour Lane. 

BROMLEY 
Weapons of mass 
disinformation: the media and 
war Mon 28 Apr, 7pm, United 
Reformed Church. 

CAMDEN 
How can we make a world 
without war? Wed 16 Apr, 
6.30pm, Marlina’s, Camden 
High St (opp Argos). 

CLAPTON 
Does the movement need 
political parties? Thu 24 Apr, 
7.30pm, Gulluoglu Bakery, 
Lower Clapton Rd. 

CROUCH END & MUSWELL HILL 
Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Thu 24 Apr, 8pm, 
Hornsey Vale Community Centre, 
Mayfield Rd. 

CROYDON 
Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Spice Cafe, Surrey St. 

EALING 
Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, Friends 
Meeting House, Woodville Rd. 

EAST HAM 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 
Thu 17 Apr, 6.30pm, Indo-Ceylon 
Cafe, St John’s St. 

ELEPHANT & WALWORTH 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 
Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Pullens Centre, 184 Crampton St. 

ENFIELD 
Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Edmonton Leisure Centre 
(off Fore St). 

FINSBURY PARK 
Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, Gadz Cafe 


HARINGEY GREEN LANES 

Lies, damn lies and the British 
media Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Delices du Jour, Green 
Lanes (cnr Hewitt Rd). 
HOUNSLOW 

Gandhi, non-violence and the 
real history of Indian 
independence 

Thu 17 Apr, 7pm, Montague Hall. 
ILFORD 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East Thu 17 Apr, 
7.30pm, Kohi-Noor, Ilford Lane. 
LADBROKE GROVE 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Tue 15 Apr, 7.30pm, Paddington 
Arts Centre, Woodville Rd. 

With Belinda Affat 

LEWISHAM 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 23 Apr, 7pm, 

Hunkarim, Lee High Rd. 
LEYTONSTONE 

The war on Iraq and the role 
of the media 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, Gannet’s 
Cafe, Hoe St. 

LONDON FIELDS 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Pasta Casa, Broadway Market. 
NEW CROSS 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Tue 22 Apr, 7pm, Moonbow 
Jake’s Cafe, New Cross Rd. 
PECKHAM 

Can people power topple 
Blair? Wed 16 Apr, 7pm, 
Peckham Library. 

POPLAR & ISLE OF DOGS 

Does the media control our 
ideas? Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Island House, Roserton St. 
RICHMOND 

Is revolution possible? 

Thu 1 May, 8pm, 

Etna Centre, 13 Roslyn Rd. 
SEVEN SISTERS 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 16 Apr, 7.30pm, Duygu 
Restaurant, West Green Rd. 
STREATHAM 

The bloody history of British 
imperialism Wed 23 Apr, 
7.30pm, Boogalu’s Cafe, 
Sunnyhill Rd. 

TOOTING 

The crisis of European politics 
Tue 15 Apr, 7.30pm, Club Jasmin, 
Upper Tooting Rd. 

With Jim Wolfreys 

VICTORIA PARK 

Is this the best 

democracy we can get? 

Mon 28 Apr, 7.30pm, Mojo’s 
Restaurant, 132 Lauriston Rd. 
With Martin Empson 
WALTHAMSTOW 

Revolt and resistance in Latin 
America Thu 17 Apr, 8pm, 
Friends Meeting House, Jewel 
Rd (off High St). 
WESTMINSTER 

The US grand strategy: 

can the empire be stopped? 
Mon 14 Apr, 6.30pm, King’s 
Arms, 77 Buckingham Palace Rd. 
WOOLWICH 

Weapons of mass deception: 
the media and the war 

Wed 23 Apr, 7pm, Earl of 


With Martin Smith Uplands Diner. (opp ©, Wells Terrace exit). Chatham, Thomas St. 
07946 269 024 07803 620 390 

Anti Nazi League Barnsley East London Portsmouth 

www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07753 697 743 07801 290 411 

@ 020 7924 0333 Birmingham Exeter Scotland (SW Platform) 

Globalise Resistance 07949 028 362 07939 558 115 07855 023 739 

www.resist.org.uk Black Country Hackney Sheffield 


@ 020 7053 2071 


07941 834 125 


07788 770 741 


07905 678 506 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties South East London 
www.stopwaer.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07951 737 003 
@ 020 7053 2155/6 Brighton Kent South London 
Socialist Alliance 07808 368 551 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
wwqa.socialistalliance.net Bristol Lancashire East Southampton 

@ 0207791 3138 07711 718 519 07968 952 180 07811 210 036 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire West Swansea 


www.defendcouncilhousing. 
org.uk 
@ 020 7987 9989 


07950 142 464 


07931 725 633 


07759 901 392 


Camden & Islington 
07961 337 640 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07929 618 579 


Committee to Defend Cardiff Manchester Tyneside 
Asylum Seekers 07815 775 819 07946 413 763 07748 653 627 
www.defend-asylum.org Central London Merseyside Waltham Forest 
@ 07941 566183 07957 316 094 07952 410 718 07796 697 271 
Spark Chesterfield Norwich West London 

@ 07905 998 675 07881 558 590 07733 137 201 07958 996 777 
Scottish Socialist Party Coventry Nottingham York 


@ 0141 221 7714 


07712 047 873 


07956 477 778 


07984 132 371 
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SOCIALIST ELECTION CANDIDATES OFFER AN ALTERNATIVE 


Taking the war to the 
ballot box on 1 May 


Greece: general strike against Bush 
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A MASSIVE general strike against the war swept Greece on Thursday of last Seealct The strike was called by the 


Creating atmosphere 
against the Nazi BNP 


“WE ARE going to keep up our 
campaigning against the Nazis and 
continue hounding them whenever 
they show their face,” says Mary 
Black from Burnley in Lancashire. 

“The BNP managed ito get three 
councillors in Burnley in last year’s 
elections. 

“But large numbers of people 
were always against the BNP. 

“Now the anti-Nazis are growing 
in confidence. We will be harness- 
ing that to oppose the Nazis stand- 
ing in the elections.” 

The Nazi BNP aims to stand 219 
candidates in the council elections 
in England, and a couple of candi- 
dates in the national elections in 
Scotland and Wales. 

They want to con people into 
voting for them by targeting the 
deep disillusion many feel with 
mainstream politics. 

They are feeding off the racism 
from press and politicians directed 
against refugees. 

Jess Edwards from Burnley ex- 
plained how campaigning against 
the BNP has made a difference. 

“We mainly talk to people about 
the fact that they are really Nazis 
and the horrible racism they whip 
up. 

“But we have also pointed out 
that their councillors haven’t even 
bothered to go to council meetings, 


including the budget-setting meet- 
ing. They are hardly speaking up for 
ordinary people! 

“Our activity has given confi- 
dence to anti-racists inside Burn- 
ley. You got a sense of that on last 
week’s Question Time programme 
which came from round here. 

“Many people spoke out against 
the BNP.” 

In Oldham, another key area in 
the north west for the BNP, local 
campaigners are focusing on BNP 
leader Nick Griffin. 

Peie Hick says, “We have already 
leafleted the ward of North Chadder- 
ton where he is standing, held stalls 
and put up posters against him. 

“We want to create an atmos- 
phere locally that there is opposition 
to Nick Griffin and the Nazi BNP.” 

The Anti Nazi League is encour- 
aging people to build the Don’t Vote 
Nazi campaign in the few weeks left 
before the election, making sure 
BNP and other Nazi candidates are 
exposed. 

Hi For more information phone the 
ANL on 020 7924 0333 or go to 
www.anl.org.uk 

mUnison’s Unite against Racism 
march and rally, Saturday 26 April, 
assemble 10.30am, Casilefield 
Basin, (opposite Museum of 
Science and Industry) Liverpool 
Road, Manchester. 


civil servants’ unions and supported by the major labour centres. Tens of thousands joined marches across the 
country. Riot police attacked protesters outside the US embassy in Athens 


Strand 


IN ENGLAND the Social- 
ist Alliance is providing an 
alternative for all those 
who can no longer stomach 
voting for Blair’s Labour 
Party. 

Over 160 Socialist Al- 
liance Against the War 
candidates are standing in 
the local council elections. 

They are also cam- 
paigning against privatisa- 
tion, student tuition fees 
and the witch-hunt of 
asylum seekers. 

The elections take place 
in many major towns and 
cities outside London. 

The number of Socialist 
Alliance candidates is much 
higher than stood in com- 
parable elections a year ago. 

Many Socialist Alliance 
candidates are winning 
support from anti-war 
campaigners who see the 
election campaign can be 
another strand of the 
movement. 

Sulma Mansuri is the 
treasurer of the Notting- 
ham Stop the War Coali- 
tion. She is standing as a 
Socialist Alliance Against 
the War candidate for Not- 
tingham council. 

Sulma says, “Given the 
present situation, I think it 
is vital that working people 
are offered an alternative 
to vote for. I have got a lot 
of support from anti-war 
activists.” 


SCOTTISH VOTERS will go to the polls on 1 May against the 
background of widespread opposition to the war and deep bit- 
terness against New Labour’s failure to help working people. 
Both factors are boosting the Scottish Socialist Party (SSP). The SSP’s 
manifesto, launched last week, contains a clear denunciation of the war. 


“This is a war for con- 
trol over the Middle East 
and its resources by Amer- 
ican big business inter- 
ests,” it says. 

“As well as fighting for 
the Scottish Parliament to 
stand up for peace, the SSP 
will also encourage and sup- 
port direct action and civil 
disobedience by the people 
of Scotland against war. 

“All our MSPs will join 
and help to build anti-war 
protests—and will be pre- 
pared to go to jail if neces- 
sary in support of peace.” 

Tommy Sheridan, the 
party’s only Member of the 
Scottish Parliament (MSP), 
launched the manifesto. He 
asked voters to show their 
opposition to the war by 
treating the election as a ref- 
erendum on Labour. 

The SSP is calling for 
action on other key issues. 

Tommy Sheridan said he 
wanted “all-out war against 
poverty. For the past 20 
years the wealthy and the 
millionaires have got away 
with daylight robbery.” 

The SSP wants Scotland 
to have a top rate of income 
tax of 60 percent, up from 
the present 40 percent. 

Tommy Sheridan also 


*Voters can show their opposition 
to the war in these elections® 


called for the “social owner- 
ship” of land, industry, 
energy, transport and finance. 

The SSP wants to abolish 
the council tax and replace it 
with a services tax. The poor 
would pay much less than at 
present—or nothing—while 
the rich would pay much 
more. 

Overall 77 percent of 
Scottish homes would be 
better off under the service 
tax than under Labour’s 
council tax. 

If the SSP had a majority 
in the parliament then it 
would come into conflict 
with the British government. 

The manifesto says the 
SSP “would set a deficit 
budget—a people’s budget 
based on the democratic 
mandate we have received 
from the people of Scotland. 

“We would demand that 
Westminster either provides 
the finance to allow us to 
carry out our mandate, or to 
give the Scottish Parliament 
the powers to raise finance.” 

Other parties rushed to 


of movement 


Seven Socialist Alliance 
candidates are standing in 
Chesterfield. 

Jeannie Robinson is 
standing in St Helen’s 
ward. 

She says, “Many local 
people are appalled at the 
war which has been 
launched by Bush and Blair 
in Iraq. 

“As Gordon Brown 
pledges unlimited finances 
for the war, the money we 
need to fund our public 
services and deal with the 
real social problems in our 
communities is being held 
back.” 


Spoke 


Lynn Hubbard is stand- 
ing in the Bourneville ward 
in Birmingham. She has 
been backed by the local 
Stirchley Stop the War 
Group and Health Work- 
ers Against the War, a 
group in the Selly Oak Hos- 
pital where Lynn works. 

She told Socialist Wor- 
ker, “The local councillor 
was anti-war and spoke at 
Stop the War Coalition 
meetings. He was dese- 
lected in a coup by the right 
wing. I am hoping every- 
one who opposes the war 
backs my campaign.” 

Mark Henzel is stand- 
ing in the Aigburth ward 
in Liverpool. Mark is chair 


of Liverpool Stop the War 
Coalition. He told Socialist 
Worker, “People from the 
anti-war group nominated 
me to stand. 

“Many seem really 
pleased to have some some- 
thing to vote for positively.” 

As well as the big cities, 
there are Socialist Alliance 
candidates in many smaller 
places, including 16 in 
Wigan, 12 in Walsall, five 
in Bolton and four in 
Oldham. 

Ameen from Oldham 
told Socialist Worker, 
“When the list of candi- 
dates was printed in the 
local paper, Labour Party 
members tried to get one of 
our candidates, Shamin 
Ahmed, to withdraw. 

“They are worried 
about losing their core sup- 
port to us because of the 
war.” 

Five Socialist Alliance 
Against the War candi- 
dates are among the wide 
range of anti-war candi- 
dates in South Wales. 

There are other activists 
standing as Stop the War 
candidates. 

In Broadstairs, Kent, a 
slate of Stop the War can- 
didates are standing for the 
parish council. Anti-war 
campaigners in Dorset 
have announced that ten 
Stop the War candidates 
will stand. 


attack the SSP. Labour has 
accused the party of trying 
to “exploit” the war to get 
votes—as if being popular 
by being against the war was 
a crime! 

None of this is likely to 
stop the SSP from making a 
real electoral advance and 
greatly increasing its repre- 
sentation in the Scottish 
Parliament. 

The SSP’s six core pled- 
ges are: 

@To abolish the council tax 
and introduce a service tax 
based on personal incomes. 
@Provide free school meals 
for every state school pupil. 
@ Introduce a minimum 
wage of £7.32 an hour for 
all public sector workers. 
@Create 24,000 jobs with a 
35-hour week for public 
sector workers. 

@Scrap all Private Finance 
Initiative schemes and clear 
the private profiteers out of 
Scotland’s public services. 
@ Oppose and obstruct any 
war for oil. 


THE VOTING system for 
the Scottish Parliament 
makes it easier for smaller 
parties to win seats than 
in England. 

Everyone has two 
votes. One is for a “first 
past the post” election, like 
a general election. In the 
second vote parties get 
seats on the basis of what 
percentage of the total 
vote they win. 

It is possible to win a 
seat with 7 percent of the 
vote—the sort of figure 
the Socialist Alliance gets 
in its strongest areas in 
England. 

This system means 
that people are more likely 
to vote for smaller parties 
because it cannot be 
argued they are “wasting” 
their vote on parties that 
have no chance of winning 
seats. 

If the SSP wins 10 per- 
cent of the second vote 
then it could get six to eight 
MSPs. 

At the 1999 Scottish 
elections the proprotional 
representation system 
meant that Tommy Sheri- 
dan was elected in Glas- 
gow. This has helped to 
make the SSP’s message 
much more widely heard. 
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ALL REPORTS MUST BE IN BY 12 NOON MONDAY 


Stop the war 


Your reports on 
anti-war protests 


SOME 120 students at 
City and Islington College, 
north London, turned up to 
the Camden Road site to 
hear a dance, rap and song 
performance for peace last 
week. 

The programme ranged 
from rap to a recital of 
Harold Pinter’s “New World 
Order” and a performance of 
a song by Bertolt Brecht. 

Between the acts the audi- 
ence had a chance to ques- 
tion and debate left Labour 
MP Jeremy Corbyn in a lively 
discussion on the war. 

It is clear that students 
are not only questioning the 
war but also the priorities of 
the education system. 

After the performances 
many students gave out 
leaflets for this Saturday’s 
demonstration. 

SEAN VERNELL 


A fantastically youthful 
and angry demonstration 
of 500 weaved through 
the heart of Bedford on 
Saturday. 

“George Bush: Terror- 
ist! Tony Blair: Terrorist!” 
was the most popular 
chant. 

Andrew Burgin of the 
Stop the War Coaltiion 
spoke at a rally alongside 


toured the town’s streets for 
an hour and a half. 

On Friday evening a 
peace vigil was held at the 
war memorial. 

On Saturday Worthing 
Against War then staged a 
theatrical protest with cam- 
paigners wrapped in “blood 
soaked” bandages to sym- 
bolise the dead and injured 
on all sides in Iraq. 

Also on Saturday a highly 
successful Rock Against 
War evening was held in the 
Vintner’s Parrot, Warwick 
Street, with more than 120 
people of all ages packing in 
to hear bands. 

WORTHING AGAINST 
THE WAR 


AS PART of the Int- 
ernational “Reclaim the 
Bases” weekend of action 
protesters descended on 
the US base at Fairford, 
Gloucestershire, on 
Sunday. 

The base is used to 
launch bombing raids on 
Iraq using massive B-52 
bombers. The police used 
the extensive powers 
given to them under Sec- 
tion 42 of the Terrorism 
Act to harass the demon- 
strators by severely res- 
tricting movement around 


local church and mosque 
speakers. All out for the 
national demonstration 
this Saturday 12 April, 
was the message. 

MARK SMITH 


ON SATURDAY a lively 
demo of 140 marched from 
Reigate to Redhill, in south 
London. A rally was ad- 
dressed by a student from 
Reigate College, a member 
of the local Islamic commu- 
nity, the local celebrity John 
Bird (of Bremner, Bird and 
Fortune) and others. 

The turnout and spirit of 
the march exceeded the ex- 
pectations of most of the or- 
ganisers. It was the first local 
demo for nearly ten years. 
MIKE HAMES 


CARDIFF STOP the War 
groups marked the second 
week of the war last week 
when about 80 people took 
part in a march through 
town and a rally outside 
the Labour Party’s election 
headquarters. 

Demos on _ previous 
Thursdays have blocked 
the road, but a change of 
tactics will target some- 
where different every 
demo. Next week the mov- 
ement plans to blockade a 
petrol station to mark the 
link between war and oil. 
JOHN CRANWELL 


WORTHING anti-war pro- 
testers staged a series of 
events last week. 

On Thursday last week a 
stall was set up in Worthing 
town centre focusing on the 
treatment of Palestinians. 

In the evening a contin- 
gent of local protesters met 
up at West Worthing and 


PROTEST IN Bridgwater last week 


—— 


the base and using stop 
and search tactics. 
JEFF BREWSTER 


THERE WERE protests 
at 15 military bases in 
Britain last weekend. 

The included a 120-strong 
protest at the naval HQ in 
Portsmouth and a 120-strong 
march to RAF Stafford. 

At Devonport, Plymouth, 
70 anti-war activists staged 
a “weapons _ inspection”. 
Around 60 anti-war activists 
staged a demonstration at 
Fylingdales. 

About 180 protesters trav- 
elled to Northwood today for 
a day of anti-war action at 
Britain’s military HQ. At RAF 
Mawgan in Cornwall 120 
people staged an anti-war 
protest. 


HISTORIAN Richard 
Overy spoke at a 70-strong 
meeting at Kings College 
London last Monday. The 
meeting on the “New world 
disorder” was organised 
by the college’s AUT lec- 
turers’ union. 

JIM WOLFREYS 


AROUND 200 people 
marched through Hudders- 
field on Saturday in a lively, 
angry and noisy demon- 
stration against the war. 
Led by young people, the 
march ended in a rally at 
which speakers called for 
support for Saturday’s na- 
tional demonstration. 

MALCOLM POVEY 


SOME 30 people at- 
tended a peace vigil at 
Ryton Village Green on the 
outskirts of Newcastle last 
Sunday evening. 
TONY DOWLING 


Thousands of BT 
workers to strike 


UP TO 14,000 BT workers are set to 
strike for 24 hours on Monday. 

The action is the first in a series of stop- 
pages called by the workers’ CWU union 
in a fight to stop a divisive new pay and 
bonus scheme. 

Those involved in the action are engi- 
neers and control staff doing work for 
BT’s residential customers. 

BT was a few years ago Britain’s most 
profitable company and its management 
had ambitions to be a big global player in 
the telecoms market. 

The firm is still making big profits, but 
has fallen a long way from those days. 

Failed business ventures abroad and 
competitive pressures from rivals have 
seen BT plunge into trouble. 

Its response is to seek to boost prof- 
its and share prices by attacking its 
workforce. 

One prong of that attack is BT’s move 
to relocate some of its call centres to India 
to try and take advantage of cheaper 
labour—a move which sparked protests at 
BT call centres last month. 

The company is also wants to impose a 
new pay and bonus scheme called Self 


Motivated Teams (SMT) on its engineers. 
The basic notion behind the scheme is 
to end the long established tradition of 
workers getting the same rate for doing the 
same job in different areas of the country. 
Instead the firm wants workers to work 
harder, and to compete against each other. 
Instead of national, guaranteed and decent 
pay, rates will be linked to “performance”. 
If it succeeds this divisive scheme will 
not just weaken the engineers’ organisa- 
tion and ability to resist future company. 


Rejected 


It will also make it easier for BT to push 
through more attacks on all of its workforce. 

BT has tried to impose the scheme. It 
claims it is voluntary but hopes to use its 
well worn tactic of wearing down opposi- 
tion until the scheme is accepted across the 
board. The SMT scheme was rejected by a 
national delegate conference of the workers 
CWU union, and then rejected by a nine to 
one margin in a ballot of workers affected. 

A ballot for industrial action to resist 
the scheme then saw a two to one margin 
backing strikes. 


Too often in the past the leaders of the 
BT section of the CWU union had op- 
posed company attacks, but only gone 
through the motions of resistance without 
mounting a serious campaign and fight. 

This must not happen this time. 

Calling action is a very positive de- 
velopment. But that needs to backed up 
with a real campaign. 

There must be clear material from the 
union leaders spelling out what the dispute 
is about, and campaigning to win support 
for the fight among other BT workers. 

Most of the residential engineers now 
go out to work from home rather than from 
centralised depots. 

But union branches are likely to organ- 
ise rallies in most areas for next Monday’s 
strike. In London a strike rally is due to be 
held at 1lam at BT Centre in Newgate 
Street near St Paul’s tube station. 

The more other BT workers and trade 
unionists are encouraged to support such 
protests the better it will prepare for the 
further and more hard hitting action that 
will be needed to beat off the company’s 
attack. 

ALAN WALTER 


SOME 140 nursery nurses 
who are members of Unison in 
Kirklees schools struck last 
Friday. 

The action is in support of a 
pay regrading claim. The strik- 
ers got support from parents, 
colleagues and members of the 
public. 

A local radio station could 
find no parents willing to crit- 
icise the nursery nurses at one 
of the biggest schools affected. 

There were morning picket 
lines on many schools across 
Kirklees, and over 60 school 
nurseries were closed. 


The strikers then held peti- 
tioning sessions across 
Kirklees followed by a rally. 

They voted at the rally for 
another three days of strikes on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday of this week. 

The resolve of the strikers 
has been increased by the 
council’s refusal to enter 
meaningful talks and the lies 
they have spread about the pay 
offer. 

Send messages of support 
to Kirklees Unison, 20 
Queen Street, Huddersfield 
HD1 2SP. Fax 01484 450 174. 


G8 protests 


Evian demos can 
wash the G8 down 


PLANS ARE being finalised 
for a week of protests at the 
G8 world rulers summit set 
for the French town of 
Evian at the end of May and 
beginning of June. 

The key demonstration 
will be on Sunday 1 June, 
but protests, actions and 
counter-conferences will 
take place from Wednesday 
27 May through to the end 
of the summit on 
Wednesday 3 June. 

The summit is due to see 
George Bush, Tony Blair 
and other world leaders 
gather two years on from 
their last summit in Europe, 
in Genoa in Italy, which 
attracted huge protests. 

The Evian protests are 
being organised by many of 
the organisations who 
worked together to build the 
protests in Genoa and also 
the European Social Forum 
in Florence in Italy last 
November. 


The Evian summit is 
taking place in a town on the 
French side of Lac Leman 
on the Swiss-French border. 

There will be camps in 
the surrounding area to 
accommodate those wanting 
to join the protests. 

Travelling from Britain 
on budget flights to nearby 
Geneva is a good option, 
though trains, buses and 
driving are also feasible. 

With many schools on 
half term at the time, 
teachers and school students 
can organise to attend the 
Evian protests. 

For those with more 
limited time coaches and 
other transport can get 
there for the Friday 
evening/Saturday morning 
and leave on Sunday 
evening/Monday morning. 
More information from 
Globalise Resistance — 
phone 020 7053 2071 or go 
to www.evian-g8.org 


Defend Council Housing 


COUNCIL TENANTS in Nun- 
eaton and Bedworth have voted 
decisively to reject plans to pri- 
vatise their homes. 

The Labour council wanted 
to privatise over 7,000 homes. 
But in a ballot with a 70 percent 
turnout 60 percent of tenants 
rejected the plan. 


“Council tenants are not 
stupid. We saw through the 
council’s spin and organised to 
fight off privatisation,” says 
Tony Ault of the local Defend 
Council Housing campaign. 

“We'd like to thank our friends 
in the trade unions for their sup- 
port for our campaign.” 


CONNEX SOUTH East 
has imposed new rosters 
that threaten 90 guards’ 
jobs. 

The move shows just 
what is behind the refusal 
of Connex and a dozen 
other train operating 
companies to agree to 
restore the safety role of 
guards. 

That safety dispute led to 
a strike by 3,000 guards in 
the RMT union last week. A 
further 24-hour strike is 
planned for next Thursday. 

The union has rightly 
argued that the companies’ 
real aim is to scrap guards 
completely. 

RMT general secretary 
Bob Crow said of Connex’s 
move: 

“These new rosters have 
not only been imposed 
without any discussion or 
agreement in the normal 
bargaining machinery, but 
also breach all agreements 
we have with Connex on 
non-extension of driver-only 
operation.” 

The RMT is calling for 
the previous rosters to be 
reinstated immediately and 
is preparing for next 
week’s strike, which 
guards on three other 
companies are balloting to 
join. 


Firefighters 


ACTIVISTS IN the Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) met in 
Birmingham on Wednesday of 
this week to prepare for a 
planned recalled conference 
next Tuesday. 

But the FBU executive was 
to meet later this week to con- 
sider calling off the conference 
and seeking yet more tiny 
changes to the terrible deal the 
employers have offered. 

Calling off the conference 
would deny FBU members the 
chance to flatly reject the em- 
ployers’ demands. 

It would take away an op- 
portunity to assert rank and file 
control over the dispute and 
reaffirm the principles of the 
pay claim firefighters and con- 
trol staff have struck for. 

Reports from FBU branch 
meetings across Britain show 
there is an overwhelming 
feeling to reject the offer. 

But the FBU leadership 
recommended it to a previous 
recalled conference three 
weeks ago. 

Repeatedly calling off 
planned strikes over the last 
four months has dented fire- 
fighters’ confidence. Activists 
know they face a battle to get 
strikes back on. 


Diary 
Upcoming | 


Friday 11 April 

@ Organiser of Cairo anti- 
war protests speaks in 
London. Egyptian MP 
Hameed Sabahy speaks 
alongside George 
Galloway MP at two 
meetings—6pm, Notting 
Hill Methodist Church, 240 
Lancaster Road (near 
Ladbroke Grove @), and 
7.30pm, Bloomsbury 
Baptist Church, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London (Tottenham Court 
Road @). 


Tuesday 22 April 

@ The Really Big Blockade, 
Faslane nuclear base, on 
the Clyde, 7am. Details from 
Scottish CND on 0141 423 
1222. 


The FBU general secretary 
has already issued a circular 
which says next week’s con- 
ference will have to consider 
the offer carefully at just the 
same time deputy prime min- 
ister John Prescott is threat- 
ening to change the law to 
impose it. 

“Caving in under that threat 
and accepting an offer which is 
unacceptable to 99 percent of 
FBU members would be a ter- 
rible surrender,” says Neale 
Williams from the FBU in 
north London. 


Anger 


“If Prescott dared to move 
to impose the offer, it would 
generate deep anger on sta- 
tions and would be a challenge 
to every union leader. 

“There is a chance to mo- 
bilise the anger at the way the 
Labour government has 
treated us. 

“That’s a better bet than ca- 
pitulating now. And being ina 
weaker position to resist an of- 
fensive from chief officers and 
employers.” 

One sign of that offensive is 
the move by the fire authority 
in Wiltshire to merge control 


Saturday 26 April 

@ Manchester anti-racist 
day—march against the Nazi 
BNP, 10.30am, Castlefield 
Basin, Liverpool Road. 
Called by Unison. Rally and 
music, 12 noon onwards, 
Albert Square. Concert in 
Apollo, 7pm onwards, with 
Chumbawamba, Alabama 3 
and others. More details 
from www.anl.org.uk or 
www.northemandus.org 


Sunday 27 April 

@ Mass anti-Nazi leafleting 
in Burnley, 12 noon, Burnley 
Mechanics. Love Music 
Hate Racism gig, Burnley 
Mechanics, 3pm-11pm, with 
Basement Jaxx, Tim 
Westwood, Heartless Crew 
and others. 


Saturday 10 May 

@ Socialist Alliance annual 
conference, 10am-5pm, 
Islington Green School, 
London. For details phone 
020 7791 3138 or go to 
www.socialistalliance.net 
@Globalise Resistance 
conference, London. For 


operations for the fire brigade 
and ambulance service. 

FBU members have voted 
by 58 percent to strike over the 
issue. That ballot was con- 
ducted in a small brigade after 
the war had started. That shows 
the potential to renew the na- 
tional pay campaign. 


Unison elections 


“THE UNION needs change 
from the top down. I want to 
be there arguing for socialist 
politics and action at all 
levels of the union,” says 
Glasgow health worker Mar- 
garet Bean. 

She is one of the United 
Left candidates standing for 
election to the national execu- 
tive of Unison. All these can- 
didates deserve support. 

The 1.3 million members 
of the union will be voting 
until 20 May. 

Margaret played a leading 
role in successful strikes over 
low pay in the NHS in Glas- 
gow last year. 

Full details of United Left 
candidates phone 07931 421 
074 or go to www.unison 
unitedleft. org.uk 


details phone 020 7053 2071 
or go to www. resist.org.uk 


Saturday 17 May 

@Free Palestine national 
rally, 1.30pm, Trafalgar 
Square, London. Called by 
the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign. 


Saturday 31 May 

@ Stop privatisation—the 
case for council housing. 
Defend Council Housing 
national conference, 11am- 
4.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Liverpool. 


Sunday 1 June 

@Mass demo at G8 summit 
in Evian, France, as part of 
week of protests and 
counter-conferences from 
Wednesday 27 May to 
Wednesday 3 June. 


Friday 4-Friday 11 July 

@ Marxism 20038, central 
London. A week of debates, 
forums and meetings 
organised by the Socialist 
Workers Party with speakers 
from around the world. 
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Refugees 


ABDUL HADI Jiad (left) and Adli Hawwari 


THE OPEN statement con- 
demning racist hysteria in the 
media about asylum seekers 
received a massive boost this 
week when more than 140 del- 
egates to the National Union of 
Journalists annual conference 
backed it unanimously. 

The union’s conference 
also voted to contribute 
£1,000 to the £13,000 cost of 
publishing the letter as an ad- 
vertisement in the Daily 
Mirror on 29 April—two days 
before the May local council 


elections. 

The Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers, which 
launched the statement five 
weeks ago, is now going all out 
to encourage as many people as 
possible to sign it. 

It is appealing also to sup- 
porters to help persuade in- 
fluential figures in the labour 
movement, entertainment, 
sport and the professions to 
back the letter and contribute 
to the cost of publishing it. 

Latest signatures are the 


playwright Harold Pinter and 
Grammy award-winning doc- 
umentary maker Don Letts, 
Gerard Coyne, the TGWU’s 
regional secretary for the Mid- 
lands, and Tom Hickey, chair 
of Brighton Natfhe. 

The PCS union branch at 
the DETR in London and its 
treasurer, Rachel Edwards 
(personal capacity), have also 
signed the statement. 
Copies of the statement 
can be downloaded from 
www.defend-asylum.org 


Picture: ROD LEON 


PAY BATTLES and the mass 
movement against the war 
on Iraq shone through the 
NUJ journalists’ union con- 
ference held in Llandudno, 
North Wales, last week. 

The conference was the 
largest the union has held for 
years. 

Strikes against low pay at 
around 20 local and national 
newspapers over the last year 
and scores of union recogni- 
tion victories resulted in more 
branches electing delegates. 

Many of those attending 
were young first time delegates. 

A fringe meeting against the 
war was attended by about 80 
delegates, and was addressed 
by NUJ general secretary 
Jeremy Dear, John Rees of the 
Stop the War Coalition and 
Abdul Hadi Jiad, one of the 
two journalists recently sacked 
by the BBC World Service. 

Following that, the whole 
conference passed a motion 
condemning the war on Iraq as 
illegal and immoral. No dele- 
gates voted against and there 
were only two abstentions. 

The union is also demand- 
ing investigations into the 
death of ITN journalist Terry 
Lloyd in Iraq and into the 
bombing of TV stations in 
Iraq. 

The NUJ now faces a big 
test with the campaign for a 
strike at the BBC over the sack- 
ings of the two World Service 
journalists—Adli Hawwari 
and Abdul Hadi Jiad. 


Every delegate at the con- 
ference signed letters and peti- 
tions urging the 3,000 BBC 
NUJ members to vote yes in 
the strike ballot which was to 
start on Wednesday. 

More strikes within the 
Newsquest group of local 
newspapers, owned by the US 
Gannett multinational, were 
due to go ahead this week at 
Bolton and Bury following a 
series of strikes at the com- 
pany’s Bradford centre. 


Fund 


On Monday NUJ members 
at the Bradford Newsquest 
titles heard that their ballot for 
more strikes had backed action 
with a 90 percent vote, higher 
than the original strike ballot. 

These strikes over pay, and 
more recent walkouts over 
pensions within Trinity Mirror, 
reflect a growing militancy 
and a willingness to fight back 
among journalists. 

Huge conference votes for a 
ballot to establish a political 
fund and the largest meeting of 
the NUJ left for many years 
also showed the widespread 
politicisation. 

The links between the mood 
in the union’s branches and the 
anti-war movement are vital if 
the BBC ballot is going to be 
won. 

It is clearly not a coinci- 
dence that the BBC has tried to 
remove the two leading union 
activists in a key section of its 


Conference misses campus mood 


UNIVERSITIES, colleges 
and schools have seen a pow- 
erful anti-war movement 
over recent months. 

Thousands of students 
have demonstrated against 
war, occupied their universi- 
ties, walked out and attended 
anti-war rallies and debates. 

In many colleges the pro- 
tests and the political at- 
mosphere are bigger than 
anything seen since the 1960s. 

Every opinion poll shows 
massive opposition to war 
among young people. 

Yet this spirit was poorly 
reflected in the National 
Union of Students (NUS) 
conference last week. 

While student radicalism 
has grown in recent years, 
the ‘official’ student move- 
ment of student unions and 
the NUS has become increas- 
ingly bureaucratic. 

The movement suffered 
some of the most significant 
defeats in the late 1990s, 
when New Labour was able to 
introduce fees and scrap the 
grant while the NUS, led by 
Labour Students, remained 
absolutely passive. 

Even before New Labour 
came to power, student unions 
were being pressured by the 
government to abstain from 
taking any political stand, for 
example through laws re- 
stricting what student unions 
could use funds for. 

This has had a number of 
consequences. 

Student activists tend not 


to look to student union 
meetings as a place to take 
political issues. 

Student unions have re- 
sponded to this by scrapping 
union general meetings open 
to all students in all but a 
handful of universities, and 
replacing them with far less 
open “union councils” which 
few students relate to. 

The NUS itself has become 
even less representative. 
Elections for delegates to its 
conferences are badly adver- 
tised, poorly contested and 
often do not happen at all. 

Most universities do not 
send their full entitlement of 
delegates, and most further 
education colleges send none. 

As disillusionment with 
New Labour has grown, the 
main beneficiaries have been 
so called “organised indepen- 
dents” to the right of Labour, 
who won four of the six full 
time NUS executive positions 
at this year’s conference. 

There was also a very vocal 
Tory presence at the confer- 
ence and over 100 delegates 
from the Union of Jewish Stu- 
dents (UJS), a hardline pro- 
Israeli organisation. 

A number of anti-war ac- 
tivists did attend conference. 
Most were deeply shocked by 
the lack of democracy and the 
unprincipled deals struck in 
elections at the conference. 

The leadership of NUS 
was forced to support a stop 
the war demonstration in 
Blackpool, which 200 dele- 


STUDENT radicalisation has 
grown 


gates attended. 

They were also forced to 
allow an emergency debate 
on the war. 

Unfortunately, although a 
motion against war was 
eventually proposed, it was 
considerably to the right of 
the motions passed in most 
student unions. The NUS 
motion accepted the slogan 
“No to war, no to Saddam”’. 

The right also managed to 
avoid discussion of affiliation 
to the Stop the War Coalition. 

Around 200 delegates con- 
sistently voted for a clear 
anti-war position, reflecting 
the number of genuine anti- 
war activists who attended 
the conference. 

The presence of these del- 
egates meant that Tom 
Whittaker, a Stop the War 
Coalition activist and Social- 
ist Worker Student Society 
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member from the LSE in 
London, was elected to one 
of the part time NUS execu- 
tive positions, along with 
other anti-war candidates. 
There were also moves at 
the conference by the pro- 
Israeli UJS group, which 
through its various electoral 
deals has managed to pre- 
vent any real discussion of 
Palestine in recent years, to 
attack those on the left. 
They organised a fringe 
meeting attended by Shi- 
mon Peres, the proud archi- 
tect of Israel’s nuclear, 
chemical and biological 
weapons programme. 


Armed 


Mandy Telford, Labour 
Party member and president 
of NUS, also spoke at the 
meeting. 

Security at the event 
meant that armed police 
were posted outside the con- 
ference, and Arab and Asian 
delegates were harassed and 
searched. 

On the final day of confer- 
ence, when over 300 dele- 
gates had left, the pro-Israel 
clique stooped even lower. 

They narrowly managed to 
get a motion of censure passed 
against Helen Salmon, a lead- 
ing figure in the Stop the War 
Coalition and an outgoing 
NUS executive member. 

The people behind this 
move support Israel’s mur- 
derous policies towards 


Palestinians. 

Disgracefully they ac- 
cused Helen of being “racist” 
because she clapped pro- 
Palestinian speakers and 
“turned her head to one 
side” as a pro-Israeli speaker 
approached the rostrum! 

This was a shameful attack 
on one of the most committed 
anti-racist campaigners ever 
to sit on the NUS executive. 

When the motion was 
passed over 200 delegates 
stormed out of the confer- 
ence in disgust. 

The conference passed 
policy on education funding, 
rejecting top-up fees and 
calling for non-means-tested 
grants for all. 

However, with a passive 
and right wing leadership it 
is unlikely that the NUS will 
lead any struggle unless put 
under enormous pressure 
from below. 

The task for the left over 
the next year is very clear. 

It is to continue building a 
mass movement against war 
and to strengthen the organ- 
isation of ordinary students. 

We also have to argue that 
the movement needs to in- 
tervene in student unions— 
calling emergency general 
meetings, contesting elec- 
tions and writing for student 
papers—and in the national 
union itself. 

The NUS needs to become 
a force which matches up to 
the radicalism of its members. 
JOSEPH CHOONARA 


Focus on war, 
Apay and BBC 


output in reporting the war. 

A strike at the BBC during a 
war would raise the stakes 
against Tony Blair’s govern- 
ment to a new level. 

Abdul Hadi and Adli will be 
touring the country to speak to 
NUJ chapels (local branches) 
across the BBC. 

NUJ activists are also organ- 
ising mass leafleting sessions, 
and gate meetings are being 
planned at major BBC centres 
such as Manchester, TV Centre 
and Bush House, as the two are 
banned from BBC premises. 

There were debates at the 
conference about the strategy 
needed to win the ballot, 
however. 

NUJ officials argue that the 
focus should be on defending 
agreed procedures, such as the 
right to a fair hearing. 

Some delegates felt that it 
was vital to bring in the wider 
political picture. 

One BBC worker told So- 
cialist Worker, “People are 
angry about the way the BBC 
has ridden roughshod over our 
agreements. 


Link 


“But what really gets them 
mad is when you tell them that 
our two sacked colleagues are 
Iraqi and Palestinian, and that 
they were dismissed just 
weeks before the start of the 
war. The anti-war mood can 
help us win this ballot.” 

That is why it would be a 
mistake if the link with the war 
and censorship is played down 
in the BBC fight. 

The NUJ conference vote 
for a ballot of the union’s mem- 
bers on establishing a political 
fund is a real breakthrough. 

The ballot will allow the 
union to go to every member 
with an argument for political 
campaigning and supporting 
candidates in elections who 
back union policies. 

The impressive “NUJ Left” 
meeting was called on the 
basis of what to do next fol- 
lowing the election of left 
winger Jeremy Dear a year ago 
and of control by the left of the 
union’s national executive 
committee. 

It was clear at the meeting 
that branch delegates rightly 


put rank and file activity ahead 
of internal union electoral 
campaigns. 

This argument will continue 
in the run-up to the election of 
deputy general secretary ina 
few weeks time. 

Jeremy Dear, who at- 
tended the 50-strong meeting, 
in fact urged delegates to 
“hold him to account”. 

A steering committee was 
elected to organise a NUJ Left 
meeting later this month 
before a conference to be held 
in the autumn. 

Many at the meeting also 
bought and took copies to sell 
of Better Read, the rank file 
paper for media workers 
launched a year ago when the 
pay campaign took off. 

The union also now needs to 
spell out its plans for a national 
pay campaign involving the 
whole union. 

PHIL TURNER and 
ANNE ALEXANDER 


OVER 4,000 workers who 
deliver cash to the bulk of 
the “hole in the wall’ cash 
points across Britain are to 
walk out on strike next week. 

The workers, employed 
by Securicor, voted by 82 
percent for a strike in a 
ballot organised by their 
GMB trade union. 

The key issue behind the 
dispute is safety. Securicor 
wants to reduce cash delivery 
teams to one person. 

The workers are also 
unhappy over pay. Current 
pay rates are around 
£11,000 a year and the 
company has offered just a 
2.5 percent rise. 

The GMB national 
secretary for Securicor says, 
“Transporting cash is a 
dangerous job and to reduce 
the teams to one is asking 
for an increase in robberies 
and puts our members’ lives 
at risk.” 

The workers will walk out 
from midnight on Monday 
14 April to midnight on 
Thursday 17 April. 

The strike could quickly 
leave most of the country’s 
cash machines empty. 


Socialist 


Worker 


MAY DAY 
GREETINGS 
2003 


SOCIALIST WORKER will be running 
May Day greetings from trade unions 
rlale me) dal=) am efele|(-\-M unl m:\-] em me) mre (2) t-T1 Ey 
Co) amare) WM Coy o)E-(ex-Mr-Lae-(ohcvam elacelal- mera) 
7987 1919. The deadline for all copy is 


21 April. 
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GOVERNMENT “MODERNISATION” plans for the 
NHS came under attack this week from workers 
gathered at the health conference of the biggest 


NHS union, Unison. 


The whole of the conference united against the gov- 
ernment’s plan for foundation hospitals. 

Former Labour health secretary Frank Dobson ripped the 
idea of foundation hospitals apart when he addressed the 


conference: 

“The plans will mean the 
best hospitals get better at the 
expense of everyone else.” 

Dobson laid into the 
“barmy” and “right wing” idea 
of foundation hospitals, and 
said they would mean a two- 
tier NHS and enshrine inequal- 
ity as a permanent part of the 
system. 

“Above all, foundation 
hospitals will reintroduce 
competition into the NHS. It 
will pit hospital against hospi- 
tal, as they compete for foun- 
dation status and the rewards 
that brings. 

“There is not one piece of 
evidence that says hospitals 
competing against each other 
increases standards. 

“One study by Bristol 
University was titled ‘Death 
and the Free Market’. It found 
that competition was associ- 
ated with higher death rates 
and lower quality. 

“Who supports this idea? 
The Tories are absolutely 
drooling at the prospect be- 
cause they recognise founda- 
tion hospitals are a stalking 
horse for the break-up and 
privatisation of the NHS. 

“Apart from the Tories, the 
only people I find who sup- 
port foundation hospitals who 
are not on the government’s 
payroll are a few of the usual 
suspects in think tanks who I 
call ‘modernistas’. 

“The majority of staff, trade 
unionists, Labour Party mem- 
bers, most Labour MPs and, 
despite all the favourable pub- 
licity the BBC gives foundation 


HAZEL CROFT reports 
from Harrogate 


hospitals, the public don’t want 
them. An ICM poll found 59 
percent against them. 

“Foundation hospitals will 
get more funding. They can 
keep the proceeds of land and 
property, which used to be 
shared across the NHS as a 
whole and so will get extra 
funds whether they need them 
or not. 


Charging 


“They can borrow from the 
private sector, and take all the 
risks associated with borrow- 
ing. And we know what hap- 
pened to Railtrack and to 
British Energy. 

“They will be bailed out by 
the government and every 
pound they are bailed out with 
will either come from robbing 
another part of the NHS, or 
taking on more private pa- 
tients, or they’II cut costs. 

“Now it is out in the open 
what the government wants. 
Tony Blair wrote in Peter 
Mandelson’s magazine that he 
wants a mixed economy in 
health, more privatisation and 
new forms of ‘co-payment— 
or in other words, charging for 
healthcare. 

“That’s dangerous for 
health, equally dangerous for 
trade unions and equally dan- 
gerous for the Labour Party.” 

The tone of Dobson’s 
speech shows how keen he is 


onference 
debates the 


low pay fight 


United against 


ri 


a two-tier NHS 


THESE STRIKING Glasgow health workers showed the spirit needed to take on low pay in the 


NHS last year 


to distance himself from a 
government he was once a 
member of: 

“Despite the fact that the 
health secretary and the prime 
minister are summoning in 
people to say foundation hos- 
pitals are a good thing, or per- 
haps because they are, large 
numbers of Labour MPs 
simply can’t support them.” 

Frank Dobson’s searing 
criticisms of foundation hos- 
pitals were reinforced by dele- 
gates at the conference. 

Jim Keeley from Trafford 


said Labour was “deserting a 
basic ideal, that the health of 
the nation is the responsibility 
of the state”. 

June Bates said, “Foun- 
dation hospitals will be a dis- 
aster for the NHS. They will 
bring conflict and inequali- 
ties in care, and open up 
competition and a commer- 
cial market in the NHS.” 

A delegate from South 
Tyneside said, “The NHS will 
be split up and privatised under 
this agenda. We can’t be saved 
by the Labour rebels. We need 


a genuine movement of health 
workers to fight this.” 

There was applause for 
Karen Reissmann, a commu- 
nity nurse from Manchester, 
when she said, “When two 
million marched against the 
war, they were not just angry 
at this destructive war for oil 
and US global power. 

“They are also angry at the 
world America wants, where 
profits come first, multination- 
als come first, and where 
people can be bought and sold 
and killed to meet that agenda.” 
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THE UNISON health conference de- 
bated the government’s pay package for 
health workers on Tuesday of this week. 

The conference voted to recommend 
the package, Agenda for Change, in a 
ballot of all Unison’s health workers next 
month. 

Unison’s health group executive argued 
in favour of recommending Agenda for 
Change. But the union’s leadership know 
how unpopular the proposals are and 
were at pains to stress that this didn’t 
mean accepting the package. 

They claimed that they would be able 
to renegotiate the deal after several early 
“implementation” schemes. 

But the government has made it clear 
that it intends to push the complete pack- 
age through. 

Every delegate who spoke in favour 
of accepting Agenda for Change admit- 
ted there were huge problems with the 
proposals. 

So Chris Bannon argued, “Some of 
Agenda for Change stinks. But we’ve got 
to stay with it.”” Other comments from 
those who accepted the proposals in- 
cluded, “It isn’t perfect,” “It’s got huge 
flaws,” “Some will definitely lose out.” 

But in the conference debate many 
health workers argued to throw out Agenda 
for Change. 

They said the pay package means ac- 
cepting a derisory three-year 3.2 percent 
pay “rise’’, and institutionalises low pay 
and divisions between health workers. 

And they pointed out that health sec- 
retary Alan Milburn is holding a gun to 
health workers’ heads by saying they 
must accept the deal or return to local 
pay bargaining. 

Adrian O’ Malley from Wakefield, 
proposing a motion to reject Agenda for 
Change, was loudly applauded. 

He said that the government and the 
union leadership have accepted that 8 
percent of health workers will lose out 
from the proposed deal: 

“Are we going to sit back and say that 
these workers accept a pay freeze or a 
pay cut? I didn’t join Unison so that we 
could sacrifice 8 percent of our members. 


Modernisation 


“Agenda for Change means accept- 
ing one person’s pay rise will come at the 
expense of another person’s pay cut. 

“This government wants modernisa- 
tion. That is the word it used to hammer 
the firefighters. It wants us to slog our 
guts out seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day, and accept a pay deal of just 3.2 per- 
cent for the next three years. 

“Yet already national insurance has 
gone up, council tax has gone up, infla- 
tion is up.” 

Porter Jim Clarke from North Glas- 
gow Hospitals said, “As a porter if I work 
on Sundays I will now get only time and 
a half, not double time. I potentially 
could lose a grand a year. 

“Our union always said it would fight 
for low paid ancillary workers—not just 
the porters, but the cleaners, the catering 
staff, all the low paid workers. 

“We should stand together and fight 
for more.” 

Pauline Kempster from Tower Ham- 
lets was loudly applauded when she said, 
“In east London we’re being balloted for 
strike action. We are low paid ancillary 
workers working for private contractors. 

“If we’ve got the guts to come out 
and fight, then why can’t Unison do the 
same for all its low paid members?” 

Angela Gorman from Cardiff is a 
nursing sister who will gain a pay rise 
from the government’s package. But she 
said, ‘How on earth can I look my mem- 
bers in the eye and tell them I have ac- 
cepted a pay rise at their expense?” 

She added, to huge applause, “‘I find it 
utterly insulting that I have to be told to 
modernise and reform by a group of men 
and women sitting in an old hall who 
until a few years ago were kept in control 
by a man in a wig and black tights.” 

The Agenda for Change proposals will 
be balloted on in May by all health work- 
ers in Unison. Every health worker should 
organise and agitate for its rejection. 
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